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THROW AN EPIC
BAR MITZVAH
ot

BAT MITZVAR!

Skip the average venue & throw an epic event! Every Dave &
Buster’s has private rooms that come complete with everything you
need to host the perfect event. We'll work with you from start to
finish to make sure every detail is right. Best of all, when work is
done and it's time for fun, our Million Dollar Midway is ready for
action with hundreds of state-of-the-art games.

WAYNE, NJ PALISADES, NY
WOODBRIDGE, NJ PELHAM MANOR, NY
STATEN ISLAND, NY TIMES SQUARE, NY

ISLANDIA, NY
MASSAPEQUA, NY
WESTBURY, NY



HOST YOUR
EVENT WORTHY
OF THE VIEW

PIER 17

Join us for holiday merriments, intimate gatherings, milestone celebrations,
weddings, or large scale events. The Seaport District boasts spectacular views
of the city and Brooklyn Bridge to create a priceless backdrop for your event.

Pair our breathtaking views, seasonal food offerings and event planning
services to bring your vision to life, flawlessly.

Contact us directly for more details:
Events@seaportdistrict.nyc
Seaportdistrict.nyc/events
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THE MANSION
AT OYSTER BAY
WOODBURY | 516.921.5707

$19,995 PACKAGE"

SATURDAY | SUNDAY | MONDAY
12:00-5:00 OR 12:30 - 5:30

COCKTAIL HOUR

ADULTS

HERITAGE CLUB
AT BETHPAGE
FARMINGDALE | 516.927.8380

Selection of 8 Passed Hors D’oeuvres

Elaborate Cold Display Table

2 Hot Satellite Stations (Additional station per every extra 50 adults)
Sushi Bar with Attendant

Platters for Kids

Open Bar with Top Shelf Liquor

KIDS

[ ) N
& Specialty “Mocktail” Bar with Blended Frozen Drinks
Coney Island Station with Mini Potato Knishes,
Mini Burgers & Hot Dogs, Fried Chicken Tenders and

Macaroni and Cheese

DINNER

ADULTS
Salad & Appetizer Duet
Guests Choice of Beef, Poultry or Fish

KIDS
Caesar or House Salad
Choose 2 Stations Per 50 Kids

DESSERT FOR ALL

Five Passed Desserts + Two Dessert Stations

SWEET ENTERTAINMENT PACKAGE

BY E.T. EVENTS

1. DJ with MC

2 Dancers

2 Flat Screen TVs

Party Giveaways

Photo Booth

Cocktail Hour Background Music
Photo Montage

LED Perimeter Lighting
Photographer with Zap Shots
Studio Model Shoot

6 Table Centerpieces

TSV NOOAODN

- o

*Prices are subject to 22% administrative fee and sales tax. Package is
based on an event for up to 150 guests, with additional adults priced at
$95per++ and kids priced at $75per++. The administrative fee is used to
offset the administration of the event. The fee is not a gratuity and will not be
distributed to employees who provide service to the guests as such. Maitre d’
and staff gratuities are not included and are at your discretion.

¥
LESSINGS | ESSINGSEVENTS.COM




SARAH MERIANS }
PHOTOC RAPHY |
VIDEO COMPANY

‘www.sarahmerians.com | 212-633-0502
photography | video | photo booth | montages



If you've picked up this issue of Mitzvah Market Magazine, you are either at the beginning of the planning process or
deep in the process and dealing with all the details of your son or daughter’s upcoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah. We are here

to help. For those who are planning ahead, we offer information and ideas for what's coming down the pike so you have
a jumpstart on all the action. If you are in the midst of it all, we can provide last minute inspiration and encourage you
to enjoy the moments as you and your family reach this amazing milestone.

In this issue, we feature the story of Jared Schwartz and how his family tradition of helping pediatric cancer patients
continues with his generation. Nesya Bayewitz writes about doing a 10-mile bike ride to raise money for the Jewish
Family & Childrens Services of Northern New Jersey Kosher Meals-on-Wheels program. We learn what it’s like to be

a 13-year-old on the Bat Mitzvah circuit and hear the story of a mom who planned two different Israel celebrations for
her sons. We've got information on how to create your own personalized tallit and we share the planning process of two
very different parties — one as the first Bar Mitzvah at the new TWA Hotel at JEK Airport, and a sparkly event at SPACE
Events with a special musical surprise. You'll also find our numerous checklists to help you in the planning process.

In addition to the magazine, check out our corresponding website, MitzvahMarket.com. It's updated weekly with
new family spotlights, great party ideas, vendor resources and so much more. Sign up for our free email newsletters
filled with tons of clever, useful, and entertaining ideas to have a fun and meaningful celebration. And join our many
Facebook groups that provide local tips and resources. We now have 17 regional Bar/Bat Mitzvah planning groups on
Facebook, with nearly 10,000 members. They have become a trusted place for families to ask questions and get great
advice within minutes. You can find a location near you at mitzvahmarket.com/local-groups.

Please also join us for one of our free Celebrate! Party Showcases (celebrateshowcase.com). Bring the kids to an
upcoming all-day celebration in your area, where you can meet and chat with vendors and check out their offerings,
while enjoying food, prizes, and entertainment.

If you need help while you plan, sign up for our web-based Mitzvah Organizer (mitzvahorganizer.com). This
comprehensive, easy-to-use software makes planning a breeze. It was created after years of communicating with
thousands of parents planning their children’s simchas to help you keep track of the many details that come with party
planning. The interactive software auto-updates all your information, tabulates expenses and can be accessed quickly
and easily on cellphones, tablets, and computers. It will help you make table arrangements, compare vendor prices, and
share lists in a completely customized process. We at Mitzvah Market hope we can arm you with lots of new knowledge
and inspiration. This is an exciting time for your family and we're happy to be by your side.

CMagel Tt

Sheri Lapidus
Publisher
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226 East 54th Street
New York, New York 10022

OPEN NOWI

GATERING
ENTERTAINMENT
PRIVATE & CORPORATE EVENTS

X Elvim@SpacebANYC.com ‘ @ wwwspaceb4nyccom

=

SPACEEVENTS

491 South Dean Street
Englewood, NJ O763]

NEWLY RENOVATED!

e New Flooring
e Bigger Dance floor & Stage
o Added Risers

¢ 201-567-3810
X eventofficeespacenjcom | @ wwwspacen,com
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AT MITZVAH CONVERS

TYPE IN FACEBOOK:

NEW JERSEY:
“New Jersey Bar/Bat Mitzvah Planning”

WESTCHESTER/ROCKLAND/FAIRFIELD:
“Westchester-Rockland-Fairfield Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Planning Group”

NEW YORK CITY:
“New York City Bar/Bat Mitzvah Planning Group”

LONG ISLAND:
“Long Island Bar and Bat Mitzvah Market”

ATION

Find it. Book it. Celebrate!

Mitzvah Market

mitzvahmarket.com

CONNECT

GET ADVICE &
RECOMMENDATIONS

SHARE MEET & ASK

QUESTIONS

Bar/Bat Mitzvah photos credit clockwise from top right: Andi Schreiber Photography, Simon Elit Events, Sarah Merians Photography & Video Company
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HOST YOUR MITZVAH WITH US!

45,000 SQUARE FEET. ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES.

 HIGH STYLE SPACES FOR ANY SIZE CELEBRATION

e CUSTOMIZED FOOD, BAR, AND DECOR PACKAGES
 PROFESSIONAL EVENT PLANNERS ON SITE

e STATE OF THE ART LIGHTING & AV THE

« PRIVATE PARK RENTAL AVAILABLE E v E N T
e CEREMONY SPACE AVAILABLE CENTER I

« NEW TOPGOLF SWING SUITE BUYOUTS AVAILABLE @iPA

EventCenteriPA.com | Freehold, NJ | Contact Us Today at 732.577.8200 x383
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Jacob Solomon’s tallit that he helped weave (below), his brother Liam’s (above).

OF A

PERSONALIZED

While every Bar Mitzvah boy and Bat Mitzvah
girl may wear a tallit during services, the pieces
of cloth are all unique.

Wrapping oneself in a shawl during prayer
or reading from the Torah is meant to aid in

attaining a proper mood of reverence for God.
Made of silk, cotton, wool, or synthetics, a tallit
can be plain and simple, or highly adorned.

14 MITZVAH MARKET MAGAZINE

By Bethany Kandel

What transforms it from a mere piece of cloth
into a tallit are the tzizit, the specially knotted
fringes on the four corners, which are to

remind us of the commandments of the Torah.

The tallit a young boy or girl wears for
their Bar or Bat Mitzvah, can have great
significance. Some are passed along from
generation to generation. Others are bought
on a trip to Israel. And now, many young
people are choosing to either make or design
their own, to add personal and truly unique
meaning and expression to the symbolic
garment.

Do you love the color purple? Design one
in all its gorgeous shades. Why not weave in
the names of your beloved late grandparents?
Or how about including a whole family tree?

When you design your own tallit, the sky
is the limit. Here are some ways to create your
own:

Photos on this page by Laurie Solomon



Weaving at the Loom Room

For the past four years, the Loom Room founded
by the sisterhood at Neve Shalom Synagogue in
Metuchen, NJ, has been a hub of activity and
creativity. Hundreds of tallitot have come off the
loom with colors that represent the rainbow, as
well as the traditional blue and white stripe.

“It’s a priceless experience for the whole
family to create a custom tallit,” explains Cory
Schneider, founder of the Loom Room. Not only
are they creating a one-of-a-kind family heirloom,
but, “It’s a journey they do together. It creates
powerful memories. You don’t get that when you
buy a tallit in the store.”

Laurie Solomon recently completed tallitot for
each of her two young sons and a challah cover
for her daughter there. The entire family took
part in the weaving process, from the 93-year-old
great-grandmother, to the youngest 6-year-old son.
Why do it now, when her sons are only 10 and 6?
“To make sure all the generations were around to

participate,” says Solomon. g
“I was never a weaver; I had no idea what I E
was getting into,” she adds. But over the months ?o)
of work, she became very proficient. Now that the %
projects are complete, she’s excited for them to be 3
worn by her sons in the future. “It’s something E
so meaningful and they’ll have forever. I hope _ ] E
they’ll remember the love and work that went into 7 Top: Two grandmas and a great grandma helped weave the
making them, and always think of us when [hey Solomon boys’ tallitot. Middle: Laurie Solomon and her three children

wear them; even we’re no longer around.” pgaveiin the Loom Rogm.

A silk dyed tallit made with Susan Schorr.

Make Your Own

“I want the tallit to be a work of art,” says New York
textile artist Susan Schorr. She works with students
at West End Synagogue to design, dye, and paint on
silk, sometimes using an ice-dye method. For kids
who are vegetarians, or especially environmentally

Photo by Susan Schorr

aware, she offers fabric made out of bamboo,
pineapple leaves, cruelty-free silk, and even from
recycled soda bottles.

Before starting the process, she encourages the
kids to go through a design process and play with
color until they find something they love. “I remind
them to think to the future,” she says. “Some
designs might be great for a 12-year-old, but they
aren’t going to want to wear them at 17. They all
want something they are going to be proud of.”

15




A silk dyed tallit made with Susan Schorr.

Some students incorporate photos, embroidery, and
other embellishments. They often want to print quotes,
including the traditional blessing. “I had one student
who wanted to use the quote ‘Man plans; God laughs.’
The parents weren’t too happy about it, until they
discovered that it was the quote the grandfather had
used in his law school yearbook. Then they loved it.”

She encourages all the family members to get
involved in tying the tzizit to make it even more
special.

Photo by "éusan Schorr

One-of-a-Kind Creativity

When Maxine Feldman was planning her son’s Bar
Mitzvah 15 years ago, she wanted to do something
creative for him. So, the New York City printmaker
designed a tallit in his favorite colors, green and yellow.

She collaborated with a quilter from Ashland, OR,
to complete the project. When people kept asking where
she got his tallit, a business was born. Now Feldman
works with local students to create custom tallitot out
of raw silk. She hand-paints the four corners and a
colorful stripe down the middle or a piece to go under
the atara. She can also make a matching pouch.

“I ask them what colors they like; what color
combinations,” she says. “They love playing around
with swatches and choosing color schemes. They want
to be a part of the process instead of going to the store
and just picking out a premade one. These are special
and they’ll last a lifetime.” ®

Photo by .Maxine Feldman

Resources to create or commission your own hand-crafted tallit:

« Susan Schorr: To learn about classes or commission a tallit contact, srschorr@aol.com
* Maxine Feldman: Find out how to commission a handmade tallit by emailing, maxigirl425@optonline.net

* For information about the Neve Shalom Loom Room, contact Cory Schneider, 717-574-1807, or email corstan65@gmail.com,
neveshalom.net/sisterhood

* There is also a loom room at the JCC of Wyoming Valley in Wilkes-Barre, PA. 570-824-4656, ext. 237,
jewishwilkes-barre.org/activities/programming/tallis-weaving-at-the-jcc

* Pennsylvania Rabbi Rayzel Raphael makes personalized silk-painted tallit and offers workshops where you can make your own.
215-782-1221, shechinah.com/shechinah-silks.html

» The Tallis Lady sells hundreds of varieties of handmade tallitot, plus tallit clips, beaded and crocheted kippot, and more.
201-321-4995, thetallislady.com

« Artist Jan Lichtenstein will be teaching a class in making handmade silk scarf tallitots with a marbling technique in December at
Brotherhood Synagogue in Manhattan. For more info or to commission a tallit, contact: jan@itsbyjan.com, or see her scarf work at:
itsbyjan.com

» Etsy: Many artists on etsy.com sell all types of customized tallit.

J
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REGAL

CATERERS

WORLD CLASS KOSHER CUISINE
PERFECT FOR ANY BAR/BAT MITZVAH
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REGAL CATERERS PRESENTS MODERN KOSHER CUISINE, INCORPORATING THE LATEST TRENDS IN
FINE DINING WHILE MAINTAINING THE OLD WORLD TRADITION THAT A KOSHER EVENT COMMANDS.

516.864.0001 | WOODBURY, NY | WWW.REGALCATERERS.COM
f @REGALCATERERSW])C @REGALCATERERS_WOODBURYJEWISH

WOODBURY VILLAGE CLUB CRADLE OF MARITIME
JEWISH CENTER AT LAKE SUCCESS AVIATION AQUARIUM

WOODBURY, NY GREAT NECK, NY GARDEN CITY, NY NORWALK, CT

NON-KOSHER CATERING IS ALSO AVAILABLE THOUGH PHILIP STONE CATERERS.



“I searched and couldn't find anything that compares to Mitzvah Organizer.
It truly organized all my details and I'm not sure I could have planned
our celebration without it!”

— Lori C, Warren, NJ

*MitzvahORGANIZER com

created by Mitzvah Market

For hundreds of Bar/Bat Mitzvah families Mitzvah Organizer has been a lifesaver, a time saver and a money saver.

This online planning program, accessible on a laptop, phone and tablet from anywhere, enables parents to keep track
of invitations, seating, honors, favors, thank you notes and many other logistics. The software is highly intuitive and
includes tens of reports that can be exported to excel or pdfs that can be given to caterers, djs and calligraphers.

The time that Mitzvah Organizer saves families makes the planning process significantly easier.

I MitzvahORGANIZER s smem F=
The Go-To Planning Tool For B'nai Mitzvah Families
Watct few vide
-
Witrancs = -
Manage Invitatlons = Yol Xe
¢ MitzvahORGANIZER - e R
[ ] Invitation Wor 7
e .' ‘.-‘
=HO08
2= [ ale=]:
! SE800
[ Events: Kiddush, parties for adults, kids, families, brunches MTemple Honors
v/ Master Guest List: names and responses, food requests, v Party Favors: enter sizes, selections and options
party favors, gift lists & thank yous i Party Details: seating arrangements, place cards, song list,
M Invitations & Inserts: produce a digital list for a calligrapher, candle lighting
RSVP lists 'V Vendors: compare vendor proposals, then build a master

v/ Hotel & Bus Arrangements: and don't forget welcome gifts budget to track your spending

Visit mitzvahorganizer.com and make your planning a little bit easier.

Use Discount Code MMM and SAVE $10




Clyde Frazier’s

Wine and Dine
Is the perfect venue for

your child’'s Mitzvah
Celebrations

Conveniently located at
485 Tenth Ave

(between 37th & 38th St Manhattan)
Easy parking for your guests

_ Contact Nlcole Calabrla
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As a Jewish, thir-
teen-year old girl,
you better believe
that I have been
to a lot of Bar
and Bat Mitz-
vahs. My cal-
endar has been
filled almost
every weekend.
Sometimes, I've
even had two

or three services
and parties to go to,
and I have to choose
between them.

Bat Mitzvah season
is the year when everything
changes. Suddenly, invitations pile
up. The fridge is covered with them., My
social life has gone crazy! The parties are new and excit-
ing. Girls and guys are mingling, and friendships are
forming.

After morning services, on Saturday nights we go
to clubs, hotels, and ballrooms. It wasn't like anything I
have ever done. Most Saturday nights before my friends
and I turned 13, I'd stay in and watch Netflix with my
girlfriends and order a pizza. Now, I'm usually out till at
least midnight or later. And then it’s time to start again
the next Saturday.

I lost my voice every weekend from all of the sing-
ing and screaming over the DJs music. But who cared.. ..
it was so much fun.

In order to prepare for my new social life, my
friends and I went on shopping sprees, buying many
different versions of black dresses that basically all look
the same. Most of us had at least 10 of them so we didn't
have to wear the same thing every weekend.

We bought tall heels that were impossible to walk
in...and then we took them off as soon as we got on
the dance floor and put on the socks that usually got
handed out. We spent hours on our hair and make-up.

It was so exciting to get glammed up with my
friends, hang out with boys, dance to my favorite songs,
and stay out so late.

At my first Bat Mitzvah of the season, I had no

idea what to expect. I
prepared for hours.
This was my first
girl-boy party. At all
the other birthday
celebrations I had
been to, it was just
girls going out to
dinner, or maybe
having a sleepover.
Going into this
party, I had no idea
of the extravagant Bat
Mitzvahs that I was to
encounter.

This year, I've been
to at least 30 Bar and Bat Mitz-
vahs. With a few exceptions, most
of the parties are the same. There is a

cocktail hour, where most kids walk around
drinking soda, Shirley Temples, or mocktails named
after the girl or boy we are celebrating; (I had “Pina-
Lope Coladas”), snacking on appetizers, and waiting
for the party to begin. There is always a photo-booth
where you can take tons of goofy pictures. There is a
meal and dessert to follow. Usually for the kids there are
sliders, mac and cheese, and Caesar salad. Desserts can
be outrageous — donut walls, candy bars, cotton candy
machines, and rolled ice cream stations. One friend had
a Cookie Monster cake and others were at least six tiers.

There is a montage, where everyone oohs and aahs
over baby pictures. There are male and female dancers
who get the party moving. Sometimes there’s a magi-
cian, a caricaturist, or a glow-in-the-dark face painter.

Then there are the presentations. These are usually
done at Bat Mitzvahs, where the girl’s best friends pre-
pare speeches and gifts such as blankets, pillows, and
posters with funny sayings, inside jokes, photos, and
special personal messages.

There are games, like Coke and Pepsi that involve
running around with a partner till the last couple is left
standing. There is always dancing to the same rap and
party songs where we know all of the lyrics. Everyone
makes their way to the dance floor and jumps up and
down, screaming the words to their favorite music for
hours. I'm right in there, busting out my best moves.

MITZVAHMARKET.COM 21
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And then there is always merchandise. I have so
much stuff, T can’t even begin to count it all. My closet
is overflowing with all the hoodies from these parties. I
have pop sockets, fuzzy socks, pajama pants, blankets,
beanies, baseball caps, t-shirts, sweatpants, long sleeve
shirts, sunglasses, bucket hats, and quarter-zipped
sweatshirts with my friend’s names and the date of their
celebration. I have never left a Bar or Bat Mitzvah empty
handed.

Some of the parties have definitely been over the
top. At one, there was bungee jumping during the
cocktail hour. At another, the Bat Mitzvah girl entered
the room on a giant rainbow pool float. One girl had a
professional music video filmed just for the night and
I've seen girls wearing long white dresses resembling
wedding gowns.

There have been silent disco raves, virtual reality
roller coaster experiences, and live performances from
famous musicians. Can you believe Cardi B made a
surprise appearance at my friend’s party, but I missed
it! I had to leave early because I had to go to another Bat
Mitzvah.

Unfortunately, I think the idea of celebrating the
Jewish coming-of-age milestone has been virtually lost
in the planning of some of these over-the-top parties.

Kids deserve to be rewarded for all the work they do
studying and learning Hebrew and their Torah portions,

and doing mitzvah projects, but they sometimes seem to
forget what the whole celebration is really all about and
the meaning behind it.

You might think I would be sick of these Bar and
Bat Mitzvahs by now. In a sense, I'm worn out. How-
ever, this year was life-changing for me. I got a chance
to socialize with the kids in my grade outside of school.
I got an excuse to visit my camp friends who live far
away. Every weekend, I always had a party to look
forward to. It was a social experience that I will never
forget. My own Bat Mitzvah was the best night of my
life.

I made the most of every second of every party. No
matter how many times I heard the same song, I sang
it as loud as I could. For every girl my age, Bar and Bat
Mitzvahs are a chance to come out of your shell and
make new friends....which I did.

This year was a pretty significant one for a girl like
me. I was able to have unapologetic fun every Saturday
night. I gained confidence in myself. I made everlasting
memories. I will miss this mitzvah season.

Now, I wonder, what am I going to do every Satur-
day night?

MITZVAHMARKET.COM 23



ACTIVATE
AWESOME

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR OPEN PLAY!

HAVE A BAR/BAT MITZVAH
THAT DEFIES GRAVITY

EVENTS LARGE OR SMALL

WE CAN EVEN CREATE A SYNAGOGUE ON SITE FOR SERVICES

Experience a Bar/Bat Mitzvah that Defies Gravity with

Urban Air Trampoline & Adventure Park! With more
attractions than any other park your event will be the ‘
talk of the town! Our parks offer an amazing event

space and awesome attractions. Wall-to-wall

trampolines, Trampoline Dodgeball, Battle Beam,

Virtual Reality, Ninja Warrior Course, Tubes obstacle p >
course, Climbing Walls and much more! Call us ;
anytime at 201-212-6454 for details and options. J P~ :

732-286-1994
201-212-6454 396 Ryders Lane 732-640-8847

69 Wesley Street Ruders Crossita SFobsing Cant 1600 Saint Georges Avenue
South Hackensack, NJ 07606 ASiet e R Avenel, NJ 07001
info@UrbanAirSH.com i fa@Ubas AiilRawncom info@UrbanAirAvenel.com
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DO YOU WANT or-di-nar-y

with no special or distinctive
Feo’rures; normal

or
ep-ic

grand in scale or character

Which do you Prefer?

High Energy DJ Entertainment ¢ Live Musicians
Themed Events * Video Walls « Cocktail Hour Games
Photography * Videography * Photo Booths 3 y‘

Sales@EpicEventsNJ.com | 201.203.6400 | EpicEventsNJ.com
Get Social with us 0 EpicEventsNJ ".w'i) @EpicEventsNJ

ATLANTIC BEACH

Newly Renovated!

ALL-INCLUSIVE EXCLUSIVE ENTERTAINMENT:

BAR/BAT MITZVAH PACKAGE v . -omsws

$26,500 SATURDAY EVENING s < INTELUGENT UGHTING _« PARTY GIVEAWATS
r s Tox )
$23,500 EVERY OTHER DAY/NIGHT sisia UDITIONRLITENS T LUDED:

BASED OM PARTIES OF 160 PEOPLE* « THEMED DECOR (choice of two, exomples includas
{for up fo-8 odul ables) popr-shot, fooseball, oir hockey, etc)

COCKTAIL HOUR WITH FULL SIT BRI B . i soako

DOWN D I N N E R A.N D DESSERT (inchuding poeticits and 2 hghseschution (0s) @ 1 PARTY HOSTESS
= DETAILS TO BE DISCUSSED AT TIME OF = 5 HOURS OF VIDEOGRAPHY e 2 SECURITY GUARDS

SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT (Un-edifed video)
CONTACT US:

1395 Beech Street, Atlantic Beach NY 11509

contact@thesandsatlanticbeach.com
brianna@thesandsatlanticbeach.com
lori@thesandsatlanticbeach.com
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“The logo is going to become the centerpiece of your
décor,” says Imberman. “When you brand the whole room,
you’re making a cohesive statement between décor and
giveaways and having your image on everything.”

Imberman worked with one client who went above and
beyond in terms of branding his party. He wanted to
incorporate sports, but instead of basketball star cutouts
lining the room, he went for concession stand-style food
with his logo branded on mini pizza boxes, taco holders,
hamburger and hot dog trays, cups, popcorn containers,
even the napkin dispensers. Who needs the Knicks when
you can be your own incredible team?

e
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Bar Mitzvah
Bat Mitzvah \
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e Venues e Food Samples e DJs and

e Favors e Photographers Entertainment
e Invitations e Décor e Judaica

SKIP THE ADMISSION LINE!

201 9-20
SEASON

LOCATIONS/
DATES:

MELVILLE
NEW YORK
Sunday, November 3

TARRYTOWN
WESTCHESTER
Sunday, November 24

PARK RIDGE
NEW JERSEY
Sunday, January 26

ALL SHOWCASES
FROM 12 to 4 PM

Register online for your FREE family ticket C l b '
Ticket purchased at the door are $10 e e rate.

CelebrateShowcase.com

Party Showcase
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Before my son Ezra became a Bar Mitzvah in 2013, we knew
the standard American-Jewish celebration, with a large, over-
the-top party, was not for us.

It seemed most natural to hold the event in Israel, a
place for which we all had a special affinity, as my sons were
enrolled at a Jewish day school that strongly emphasized Zi-
onism and Israel. I had also spent extended periods of time
there as a college student, and while I had returned a few
times, had never visited with my family.

We decided to pull the kids out of school for almost
two weeks and hold the Bar Mitzvah at the Western Wall in
Jerusalem on February 18, which happened to be President’s
Day that year in the United States.

There were many reasons we chose to have his celebra-
tion in Israel, and specifically at the Kotel.

Simplicity and spirituality were the main themes for
our family. My son had certainly attended his share of Bar
Mitzvah parties in the U.S., and while he enjoyed them,
never sought such a spotlight on himself, let alone a “this
is your life” themed video montage. If we were going to
spend a decent sum of money on the simcha, we would
much rather channel it into an occasion beyond one day or
evening with an Israel adventure — exploring Jerusalem, the
Dead Sea, and Masada; digging for shards of pottery; and
celebrating Purim. And the Kotel, or Western Wall — the
holiest site in Jewish tradition that was liberated triumphally
by Israeli paratroopers in 1967 — seemed the perfect place
to celebrate becoming a Jewish adult.

[ spent a good six months carefully planning out the
itinerary. Friends who had spent extended periods with their
families in Israel e-mailed me their choreographed sched-
ules, and I spent hours of time online researching hotel and
transportation options and booking expeditions.

Both sets of grandparents joined us, as did my sister and
then-seven-year-old nephew, and my parents’ best friends.
(To include those who could not make the journey, we also
decided to have a small party after our return at our New
Jersey synagogue.)

To secure a place at the Kotel, all we needed to do was
make an online reservation for the day through the website
of the Western Wall Heritage Foundation, which would also
furnish a certificate to mark the occasion. The service at the
Kotel was beautiful and went quite smoothly, despite our
nervousness over the logistics of showing up and claiming a
prime viewing spot by the mechitzah, the barrier separating
men and women in prayer, in order for all the guests to fully
observe the service.

Beyond securing an optimal viewing spot, we were
overjoyed at the experience of publicly celebrating at the
Kotel, where many other families were gathered that day
to mark their sons’ coming of age. Friends from past and

Photo by Ayelet Tours
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present showed up, including a former madricha (youth movement coun-
selor) I had not seen in 22 years and some I had only met through mem-
bership in mutual Jewish social media groups. And in a spontaneous “rak
b’Yisrael” (only in Israel) moment, a local family with their own Bar Mitzvah
boy joined our service in order to ensure a minyan for themselves, further
enhancing the ceremony with their Sephardi-style ruach (spirit) and candy
pelted from the women’s section. Afterward, we hosted a celebratory lunch
at Te’enim, a beautiful dairy restaurant in the charming neighborhood of
Yemin Moshe, overlooking the Old City.

Once the ceremony was behind us, we were able to focus on truly ex-
periencing all that Israel has to offer, renting a car and hitting the road while
using Jerusalem as our base. We did many of the usual first-trip activities,
such as ascending Masada, hiking in Ein Gedi, and going underground at
an archeological site to dig for treasures. In Jerusalem itself, we discovered
the history of the Old City’ Jewish Quarter by taking part in a scavenger
hunt, celebrating Purim and Shabbat with family and friends, and wander-
ing around the Machane Yehuda shuk (open-air market), where we snagged
Purim costumes at a major discount.

It was also important for us that the Bar Mitzvah trip have an element
of chesed — kindness, or what many American Jews call their “mitzvah
projects.” We heard about Leket Israel, a charity that (currently) rescues over
35 million pounds of produce and perishable food that would otherwise go
to waste, and redistributes it to 200 nonprofit organizations, serving some
175,000+ Israelis in need every week.

The project appealed to us because of its twofold nature: we could ask
our friends back home to make a donation to Leket in my son’s honor and
we would become physically involved with the project through actually
picking fruit in the fields that would later be donated to families in need.

We reserved a date and time online to pick fruit, and two days after the
Bar Mitzvah ceremony piled into our rented minivan to head to an orange
grove outside of Rehovot. We were met by Leket staffer Deena Fiedler, an
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Ezra Brauner and family picking oranges
with Leket Israel. Daniel Brauner in the
Old City ramparts after his Bar Mitzvah,
and the boys surveying the country.




Cousin Benjamin Zareh (left) reading from the Torah at the Western Wall years after Ezra (on the right) did it and inspired him.

American immigrant to Israel, who made us feel at home
and reiterated the significance of what we were doing for
ordinary Israelis in need of a balanced, nutritious meal.

My kids, joined by their cousin and aunt, got to
work, and had a blast picking and helping fill a giant bin
of oranges, which Fiedler told us was later distributed to
100 families. The experience was beyond writing a check;
it was a hands-on endeavor with tangible results.

The impact of that trip did not simply end with our
firstborn’s Bar Mitzvah. Four years later, it was time for
Ezra’s brother, Daniel, to celebrate his own Jewish adult-
hood. While we were not able to hold the actual ceremony
in Israel due to mobility issues with two of his grandpar-
ents, I was determined to give him a similar experience.

Visiting this time during the summer, my son and
I had our own adventure. We skipped the more typical
tourist attractions in pursuit of more off-the-beaten-track
experiences, including bird watching in the North, taking
part in a scavenger hunt in the city of Tzfat, and splashing
in Aqua Kef, an inflatable water park popular with Israelis
in the Sea of Galilee. We also spent time hanging out with
American and Israeli friends and even attended the Bar

Ein Gedi

Photos by Ayelet Tours

Mitzvah of two of Daniels close friends, twins whose
mother was originally from Israel.

As for Ezra and Daniel’s younger cousin? That
cute seven-year-old is now 13 and celebrated his own
Bar Mitzvah in June. Determined to return to Israel to
celebrate his big day, Ben, his parents, and younger sister
Dalia did just that, spending two weeks touring the coun-
try and having the ceremony — where else — but the
Western Wall. e

/
WHAT TO DO ON YOUR BAR/
BAT MITZVAH TRIP TO ISRAEL

Below are some of the highlights of our Bar Mitzvah trip and
later return visit to Israel:

Western Wall Heritage Foundation (english.thekotel.org/
bar_mitzvah/main/)

Families from Israel and abroad may celebrate their child’s B’nai
Mitzvah at no cost; the website gives detailed instructions about
how to prepare for the event and offers other Bar and Bat
Mitzvah resources.

Leket Israel (leket.org/en/bar-bat-mitzvahs/)

The organization hosts families of the Bar or Bat Mitzvah to
harvest fruits and vegetables in the field or sort and pack
produce for delivery to Israelis in need. The celebrating child
also receives a personalized certificate.

Dig for a Day (digforaday.com)

Participants, led by professional guides under the auspices of
the Israel Antiquities Authorities, excavate, sift, examine pottery,
and literally crawl through archaeological caves on site at Beit
Guvrin National Park.

Israel Scaventures (israelscaventures.com)

Teams of family and friends explore the country on a
“ScaVenture,” experiential scavenger hunts around Jerusalem,
Tel Aviv/Jaffa, Tzfat, and the Gush Etzion region. Special
programs are available for those celebrating their Bar Mitzvah.

Aqua Kef (aquakef.com/en/main)

Aqua Kef is a floating water park on the Ganim beach in the
Kinneret, or Sea of Galilee, complete with inflatable trampolines,
domes, obstacle bridge, ladders, climbing walls, and monkey
bars. A fun way to escape Israel’s summer heat, the park will
also test your fitness as you make your way through the course.

N

MITZVAHMARKET.COM 33




RESOURCES

FOR BAR/BAT MITZVAH TRAVEL
TO ISRAEL:

¢ Tova Gilead, Inc., tovagilead.com
As a tour operator since 1982, Gilead operates small,
upscale and unique tours. Three-generation family trips
are her specialty.

ARZA World, arzaworld.com

ARZA World creates 9, 11 and 13 day comprehensive tours
of Israel with local reform rabbis performing the Bar/

Bat Mitzvah ceremony in Jerusalem at the Southern Wall
at the Davidson Center, The Goldman Promenade, Mt.
Scopus, or on the rooftop of Hebrew Union College.

Israel Discover Tours, israeldiscoverytours.com/israel-
tours/family-bar-bat-mitzvah-tours

This company is family owned and operated for 25 years,
offering three different tours (12 day Deluxe, 14 day
Deluxe or December Deluxe), with options for different
budgets. The ceremony is at Masada and presentation of
certificates is in front of the Menorah outside the Knesset
(the Israel Parliament).

Authentic Israel, authenticisrael.com

Find a wide range of programs including family and
celebration experiences and custom private tours.
They arrange the tour, ceremony and celebration. On
the family tour, they provide a tour leader and a youth
counselor.

Travel and Events in Israel, travelandeventsinisrael.com
Custom tailored for your family, they help with your
itinerary, book hotels according to your budget, connect
you with a rabbi who will assign the Torah portion and
make all necessary arrangements. They also offer custom
special events at unique destinations in Israel.

Mabat Platinum, LTD., mabat.com
Designs a tailor-made trip for you and your family.

Gil Travel, giltravel.com/israel-tours/tour/bar-bat-
mitzvah-in-israel

With over 40 years of experience, Gil Travel can help
you plan a private tour or organize a group tour, while
arranging all of the touring details.

Jewish National Fund Travel and Tours, jnf.org/travel/
BnaiMitzvah

Join a Bar/Bat Mitzvah tour or plan a private one and
have your service at the Southern Wall in Jerusalem

or other sites throughout Israel. JNF also provides
other opportunities including planting trees in Israel,
coordinating a mitzvah project and participating in the
B’nai Mitzvah Remembrance Wall.

Keshet, keshetisrael.co.il/barbatmitzvahinisrael

The Center for Educational Tourism in Israel helps you
create a tailor-made Bar/Bat Mitzvah trip to Israel that
introduces your family to the land and history through
youth centered programming, hands-on mitzvah projects
and encounters with local people.

N

Dead Sea Waterscape

(
BAR/BAT MITZVAH
CEREMONY SITES

There are many wonderful places to choose from to have
your Bar/Bat Mitzvah services and celebrations in Israel. The
most popular days for services are Monday, Thursdays and
Saturdays. Make sure to confirm that the location of your
choice is open on the day you wish to have your ceremony.
Go to bar-and-bat-mitzvah-in-israel.com to view the different
locations. Here are some of the most popular ones:

The Western Wall, known also as The Kotel. The Western
Wall Heritage Foundation offers a free service to help
families with everything from initial planning of the event to
helping conduct or explain the service. Additional assistance
is available, including lending Tefillin (phylacteries), or Talitot
(prayer shawls), and organizing a tour of the Western Wall
tunnels for the Bar/Bat Mitzvah child and family following the
service.

The Southern Wall, Jerusalem, is no less holy than the
Western Wall, for it is part of the remaining Southern
enclosure of the Temple Mount. Unlike at the Western Wall,
ceremonies are held according to your and your Rabbi’s
traditions - so men and women can celebrate, sit and pray
together.

Neot Kedumim: The Biblical Landscape Reserve in Israel is
located halfway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. This unique
recreation of the physical setting of the Bible in all its depth
and detail allows visitors to see life as it was lived by our
ancestors 3,000 years ago.

The Western Wall Tunnels, (Strictly Orthodox), is one of
Israel’'s most splendid archeological discoveries.

The Tower of David Museum of the History of Jerusalem:
Private ceremonies may be held in the historic courtyard and
gardens at the ancient citadel.

The Hurva Synagogue: Destroyed in the War of Independence
in 1948, it is now a simple and elegant memorial. It has
become a symbol of the Jews’ return to the holiest city.

Synagogues around Israel: A synagogue in Jerusalem, or
anywhere in Israel is an ideal location, especially if you wish to
hold the service on Shabbat.

Masada: Ceremonies atop Masada are held in the remains
of the Zealots’ Synagogue, said to be the world’s oldest
Synagogue still in use. Services are conducted by a rabbi of
your choice, according to orthodox, conservative, reform or
reconstructionist tradition.

/
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There is simply
no place like

Israel

for your
Bar/Bat Mitzvah.

Visit our website for all the amazing
details and find out how to start
planning your simcha today!

www.ayelet.com

Ayeletmm Ltd.

PROJECT
FAORMHOUSE

GrowNYC’s Project Farmhouse is a state-of-the-art event space and sustainability center
located just steps from Union Square Park. We are ideal for cocktail parties, seated dinners,
Bar & Bat Mitzvahs, and much more!

SPECIAL FEATURES INCLUDE:

- 3,500 square feet of flexible event space

« Built-in projector & sound system for montages, zap photos & your choice of DJ
- Conference room space for small service

- Separate catering kitchen. Bring in the caterer of your choice!

www.projectfarmhouse.org

f GrowNYCsProjectfarmhouse @projectfarmhouse.nyc (646) 726-4253 .
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The only turbulence at Benny’s Bar Mitzvah was on the dance floor. His
celebration was the very first Bar Mitzvah to fly at the new TWA Hotel at JFK
Airport on September 7, 2019. The unique venue restored and redesigned
the 1962 TWA Flight Center into a retro hotel and event space with nostal-
gic touches everywhere.

The venue was a perfect and meaningful location that combined
Benny’s love of aviation, geography, history, and travel. Benny’s mom
vividly remembers traveling through the terminal as a child and Ben-

ny’s parents took their very first trip together from its gates. Because
of all of these factors, the family took a leap of faith and booked the
property while it was still under construction.

Photos by Cynthia Chung

There were a lot of uncertainties in planning a party
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without having actually seen the completed
venue, so they worked closely with the

venue, planner Amy Rubel of Rubel Event
Management, and event designer Tina LaMorte
of Oh So Fabulous. They also used artist
renderings to utilize and enhance what was
planned for the TWA Hotel.

Guests knew they were in for something
special from the start, when they received their
passport-shaped invitations. The rest of the
event stayed perfectly on theme. The hosts pro-
vided bus transportation from New York City
to the event venue. While waiting in traffic,
adults enjoyed beverage service by bartenders.
Kids munched on popcorn served in custom
containers with Benny’s logo and drank juices
with names like Malawi Mango and Costa Rica
Clementine.

Once they arrived at the hotel, guests
walked through the jetway (which you may
have seen in the movie “Catch Me If You Can”)
to receive their first-class tickets on BNF Air.
The adult cocktail hour took place in the Land-
mark Hall named as a nod to the building’s
landmark status. Adults sampled various “Cap-
tain’s Cocktails* and “In-Flight Snacks,” sur-
rounded by historic TWA artifacts. Then they
“boarded” the party through the giant airplane
hangar doors to the Constellation Ballroom.

Inside the ballroom, red, white, retro, and
aviation elements were everywhere, from cen-
terpieces of airplanes and runways, to tables
named after airport abbreviations, to “Inflight
Menus” and “First Class Mocktails.” The family
carefully chose the menu knowing they wanted

The refurbished TWA Hotel was the site for Benny’s Bar Mitzvah. Lots of
aviation-themed details and Benny’s BNF logo greeted guests.

MITZVAHMARKET.COM 37



to serve primarily dairy and fish during cocktails and
ensuring that all meat was certified kosher. Benny’s
friends relaxed in the First Class Lounge with comfy
couches featuring pillows declaring “Born to fly” and
“Up, up and away!”. Gobo lights included his

logo and airplane propellers on the wall.

Benny’s logo was a play on the
“TWA” tag, with his initials “BNF”.
The venue’s iconic Solari split-
flap message board (like you
once saw in all transportation
hubs) said “Mazel Tov Benny
on your Bar Mitzvah.”

As a different twist on the
traditional photo booth, a pho-
tographer shot vignettes of guests
in front of TWA artifacts with
decade-appropriate props. The photos
were then made into luggage tags.

Even the dance floor area kept to the theme with

its custom logo wrap and giant screens which projected
images of airplanes, moving propellers, and cloud-filled

skies. Guests danced the night away with the help of
MC Jordan of Xplosive Entertainment. Jordan and his
dance crew wore shirts that said “Ground Crew.” When
it came time for dessert, flight attendants served nostal-
gic candy and mini apple pies and churros from an
inflight food cart brought right to the dance
floor.
Benny’s friends and out-of-town guests
received white retro toiletry bags with
a variety of helpful and fun items for
travel, including LED message flash-
ing fans, an inflatable neck pillow,
a lip balm, screen cleaner/earbud
combo, and mini suitcases filled with
jelly beans.
Mom offers the following advice for
parents planning their own celebration:
“Make it personal and get creative. There are
s0 many ways to incorporate a theme in a fun way
and keep it Jewish. I love that we offered guests an op-
portunity to color a traveler’s prayer keychain for their
luggage.” ®

-

Venue: TWA Hotel at JFK Airport, twahotel.com,
212-790-373

Planner: Amy Rubel of Rubel Event Management,
rubeleventmanagement.com, 917-886-8609

Decor: Tina LaMorte of Oh So Fabulous, ohsofab.com,
201-981-7280

Invitations: Out of the Box NY, outoftheboxny.com,
914-934-2323

646-678-0777

DJ/Games/Photo Novelty: Xplosive Entertainment,
xeevents.com, 732-866-1620

Montage: Marvelous Montages, marvelousmontages.com,
732-431-4391

N

The following vendors helped to make the celebration special:

Photography: Cynthia Chung, cynthiachungweddings.com,

N

Graphics and Logos: Robin Hammer Design,
robinhammerdesign.com, 917-439-5889

Projection and Lighting: Lumi Events, lumievents.com,
718-850-5864

Dance floor decal: Holo-Walls, holowalls.com, 818-735-3565
Dancer T-shirts: Custom Ink, customink.com

Ipad artist: Drawing Booth, drawingbooth.com, 347-593-8663
Favors: 4imprint.com, beau-coup.com, and bigpromotions.net

Transportation: M&V Limousines Ltd, mvlimo.com,
800-498-5788

Bus Snacks: Colby Ridge Popcorn, colbyridgepopcorn.com

Bus Bartenders: Nadine Personal Bartending Services.
gigsalad.com/nadine_personal_bartender_bayside
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47-01111th Street, Corona, NY « Call: 718-699-0005 « Book: nysci.org/mitzvahs

Celebrate Your Bar/Bat Mitzvah at NYSCI

Create memories that will last a lifetime with an engaging experience in a dramatic venue.

Featuring the groundbreaking interactive Connected Worlds exhibit.
Over 20,000 sq. ft. of flexible event space; Including 450+ hands-on activities, 3-D Movies, Design Lab and more.

New York Hall of Science
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RUBEL EVENT MANAGEMENT

We Create, You Celebrate!

Full-service event planning.
Let us plan the event of your
dreams within your style and
budget. We'll manage every
detail while you can relax and

celebrate. Don't Stress,
Impress!

"Huge thank you to Amy who
had amazing recommendations, I
kept me on track and made sure

everything was perfect. | never &
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thought | would hire someone _2 - i~ ~

to help me plan but it was the
Amy Rubel - 917.886.8609
www.rubeleventmanagement.com
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What do you get when you combine
custom pickles, a Justin Bieber impersonator, and
one special girl swinging in from the sky? Hint: they all
happened at Dylan Woods’ Bat Mitzvah.
For many Bat Mitzvahs, deciding on a theme can

be the hardest part. For Dylan, though, it wasn't a

color scheme or a favorite sports team that defined her
celebration; instead the entire weekend was simply a
way to reflect her vivacious and outgoing personality. At
the event held at SPACE Events in Englewood, NJ, you
could see elements of the star all around.

“She got to make it her own thanks to the people at
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By Claudia Miller

SPACE,” says Dylan’s dad, Ethan Woods. “You can just
tell that they enjoy what they do and they’re really good
atit. It really did reflect her (Dylan); she’s got so many
different areas of interest and intrigue so it worked out
well.”

Her personality popped starting at the invitations.
The family wanted to keep it elegant and classic while
still representing who Dylan is at her core. Purple, one
of her favorite colors, served as the base for the plexi-
glass invites, that featured glittering elements and flirty
touches like a kiss mark. The response card offered op-
tions of “Love To,” with a heart for those attending, and

Photos by Chris Herder Photography



“Broken-Hearted,” for those who couldn’t make it.

That same lighthearted feeling continued from the
moment Dylan arrived at the afternoon extravaganza.
She showed off her style with a quick change from the
outfit she wore to synagogue, into a glittering two-
piece mini-dress; trading her heels for a pair of sparkly
sneakers.

For her logo, Dylan took inspiration from the must-
have sweatshirts from the brand Aviator Nation and their
iconic lightning bolt design. Projected on the screen at
the center of the room and printed on t-shirts, pillows,

and décor around the venue, the unforgettable DW ini-
tial logo served as the glue connecting all sides of Dylan
included at the party.

Her taste even shone through with the special
treats from a Dunkin’ Donuts-like display, proclaiming
“America Runs on Dylan,” to a custom pickle bar — one
of her favorite snacks —playfully titled Dyl Pickles. And
it didn’t stop there. She entered the party on a swing
from the ceiling amidst fog, confetti, and music. She
continued surprising her guests, spraying them with her
own fog gun.
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Standing by a life-sized DW logo; the Justin Bieber impersonator wowed the crowd;
and Dylan’s Donuts were a dessert hit.

During the party, Dylan’s friends enjoyed an
exclusive glam bar, arcade games, and a couple of
important special guests. Magician Devonte Rosero
wowed friends and family during the cocktail hour
with his mesmerizing tricks and illusion. The second
was a surprise to everyone but her dad.

“After my speech and the montage and with-
out Dylan or my wife Stephanie knowing, I secretly
worked with SPACE to have a Justin Bieber look-a-
like,” explains dad. He told the guests: “We have a very
famous celebrity here today; please welcome Justin
Bieber.

“The kids went wild... for about 12 seconds. The min-
ute he came out it was so obvious it wasn’t him, but
they had fun dancing and singing with him.”

Once the Bieber excitement died down, the DJ
and dancers from SPACE kept the party going with
classic games like Coke & Pepsi, giving away swag like
Bluetooth speakers, Polaroid cubes, and gift certificates
to the winners. Those who didn’t win still left with
custom photo magnets, bags full of candy, and trendy
DM logo-branded sweatshirts, hats, and apparel.

Dylan and her camp friends didn't let the party
stop there. The group hopped in a limo to head to a
giant sleepover at the Hilton in Woodcliff Lake, NJ,
where they spent the night splashing in the indoor and
outdoor pools and diving into endless pizza pies.

“Everything just worked,” says Woods. “From the
food and drink to the music and the entertainment,
people were just raving about it and the amazing time
they had. You can tell the sincerity in what they were
saying. It was one of those parties where everyone re-
ally let loose and had a great time.” ®

The following vendors helped to
make the celebration special:

Party planning, catering, entertainment, music, MC/
DJ, décor/flowers, sign-in board: SPACE Events:
spacenj.com, 201-567-3810

Photographer/Videographer: Chris Herder
Photography, chrisherderphotography.com

Favors/SWAG: Missy at fingerprintpromos.com,
310-601-7669

Invitations: Leslie Goldberg, outoftheboxny.com,
914-934-2323

Magician: Devonte Rosero, devontemagic.com,
917-536-2868

Glam bar: Glam On the Go, glamonthegonj.com,
732-983-1065
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CAPTURING THE LIFE OF YOUR MOMENTS

MITZVAHS + WEDDINGS * SPECIAL EVENTS

BESTY

WESTCHESTER [

chadkraus.com
917532+3478

In response to popular demand, S'well is

pleased to debut S'well Celebrations, a specialized
party favor service exclusively tailored for your next
event. Our beautiful patterns and designs are sure
to compliment any party theme. Plan an event
that your guests will always remember by gifting
them with the ultimate party favor!

www.swellbottle.com
celebrations@swellbottle.com

646-755-6382 -

PUT A FRESH SPIN ON
BAR & BAT MITZVAH
CELEBRATIONS

With a variety of themed options
to entertain both children and adults,
Chelsea Piers ensures that your child’s
special day is both unique and exciting!

From action-packed parties to
formal catered receptions, let us
customize a celebration your family
and friends will never forget.

GHELSER PIERS
NEW YORK

EST. @ 1995

212.336.6777

chelseapiers.com/mitzvah
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LONG ISLAND

‘Whether you are planning a small get together
or a lavish affair — our outstanding service,
attention to detail and experience will create
memories to last a lifetime.
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At the Melville Marriott you will find the perfect
balance of elegance, sophistication and
exquisite cuisine that make your event

one your guests will never forget.

Speak with an event specialist today.

We look forward to hosting your event!

631.351.8101 www.melvillemarriott.com
1350 Walt Whitman Road - Melville, New York 11747
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\?‘ A MEANINGFUL MITZVAH PROJECT O‘j

Long after the DJ's name is forgotten and the imprinted sweatshirts outgrown, a young Jewish adult’s Bar or
Bat Mitzvah Project should be remembered. It should resonate for your child and open up a myriad of future
possibilities. It should feel good.

We hope these next two first-hand Mitzvah Project stories help your child choose a do-able, but meaningful Bar or

Bat Mitzvah Project. You can also start by asking a few questions:

* What are your synagogue’s requirements for a project?

* Does it have to be related to a certain Torah portion?

» How much time can your child realistically devote to completing this?

* Then ask your child: What makes him or her happy — sports, fashion, technology, the arts? What does he or she
care about — animal welfare, the environment, Israel, cancer research, education, hunger?

As a parent, your job is to help guide your child to find a project that is meaningful and uses his or her natural
talents. It can involve volunteering time, educating others, selling products or services to benefit a cause, or
collecting money or needed items for a charity. Hopefully your child will find something that leaves him or her with
a full heart and a lifelong desire to help others and do good.

;‘:Mitzvah-‘a: Each of our Celebrate! Party Showcases feature a Mitzvah Project Fair where your child can meet face-to-face with
v i/ various organizations that offer meaningful Mitzvah Projects. Learn more at celebrateshowcase.com

Top left: Maya Ungar in front of the completed mural for the Leket offices in Israel. Top right: Adam Koss of Syracuse, NY prepares to embark on
the MLB Road Trip. Bottom left: David Lilienfeld surrounded by some of the computers he will refurbish and donate to those in need of one.
Bottom right: Sophie Glaser shaving her head at her Bat Mitzvah for the St. Baldricks’ Foundation
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Tradition, family, and giving back has been a big part of my
life since day one. Yet, it’s only recently that I truly under-
stood its importance.

From a young age I have been attending my fam-
ily'’s Adam Scott Weiss (ASW) Cares for Kids fundraisers
year after year. When I was as young as five, I never really
understood the meaning behind them. To me, it was just a
fun party, as I would see family and friends, eat good food,
and ask the DJ to play my favorite songs. However, I will
never forget sitting at family dinners and hearing everyone
discussing ways to improve the fund, and planning for the
upcoming year. During these years of repeating these tradi-
tions I began to understand what this was all about.

My mom’ oldest brother, Adam, was diagnosed with
a rare form of cancer when he was 10 and she was 7. As
you'd expect, Adam spent many days in the hospital, and
time passed quite slowly. Adam had nothing but a hospital
bed and a tiny TV in his room at NYU Langone Medical
Center. Few toys, games, and books could be found in
the hospital playroom. Not only was this terrible for the
children in the hospital, but boring for my mom and my
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By Jared Schwartz

uncles, who would always visit Adam for extended periods
of time on the weekends.

Unfortunately, Adam passed away at age 12, which left
my mom, grandparents, and uncles devastated. But sitting
there, just being sad wouldn't help anyone; it couldn't be
an option. So, after mourning, they created ASW Cares for
Kids, a family foundation. The mission was to make sick
kids’ lives more enjoyable and help them and their families
pass time faster while they’re undergoing treatment as a
patient in the hospital. Drawing on their experience while
Adam was in the hospital for so many weeks, they began to
transition the 9th floor of NYU Medical Center into a more
child-friendly environment; adding a functional playroom,
media center, library, a pantry where a family can warm
a home cooked meal, and a treatment room for invasive
procedures with an elaborate fish tank and movie screen to
distract the children during these painful treatments.

When I began to study for my Bar Mitzvah and the
cantor spoke to our class about a Mitzvah Project, it was
very obvious to me what I would do. As I always knew that
diagnosis of a sick child cannot be helped, however the way



in the Gang a
n of Camp

Kids for Camp is a philanthropic community of school-aged youth who are inspired
to pay it forward through community-based fundraising activities. Check out our
website to learn more about our signature event ideas, or to download our easy to

use curriculum guide. With Kids for Camp, the sky is the only limit!

LEARN MORE AT:
www.holeinthewallgang.org/get-involved/create-event

Every dollar raised helps bring “a different kind of healing” to seriously ill children
and their families through The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp’s year-round programs.

All services are provided free of charge.

For more information contact:

Justin Farrands: (203) 745-2724
justin.farrands@holeinthewallgang.org



Jared Schwartz with some of the donations he collected for hospitalized kids.

a sick child goes about their day can. So, I spoke with the
Supervisor for Pediatric Services at Hassenfeld Children’s
Hospital at NYU Langone and we brainstormed ideas. She
told me that bubbles, Play-Doh, Uno, other card games,
and crayons are items that are always needed for the chil-
dren. Because they are concerned about spreading germs,
these are single use items and they can never be shared.

After that conversation, my mom and I had a card
printed up to be enclosed with my Bar Mitzvah invitation
asking all my guests to kindly bring some of these items
with them on May 11th. With that, the Amazon deliveries
to my house bringing boxes of Crayola, decks of cards, and
bubbles were amazing! Friends from Florida and Mas-
sachusetts, who were unable to attend but wanted to help,
sent as much as they could.

And then, coming home from my party with eight
boxes full of the requested items made my whole Bar Mitz-
vah experience worth it. Knowing and hearing from people
and the child life specialists working at Hassenfeld Chil-
dren’s Hospital about how many kids lives and days were
about to be made more enjoyable was so special to me and
made it so worth my while.

One lesson I've learned from studying my family’s
organization and becoming a man In the Jewish religion
officially at my Bar Mitzvah, is how to make the best out of
everything that happens to you in your life. In fact, that was
one of the main points I wrote about in my speech on my
special day; if something in your life isn't going right, don't
waste your time on that, find something else to do, or learn
and grow with it. This is a lesson I am continuing to use
and will take with me forever.

As T said, tradition is a big part of my life. One of my
goals is to take the keys of this charity and inspire others,
including, hopefully, my siblings and cousins. I hope to
keep the tradition going, and someday give my own kids
the gift of doing things in your life to benefit others that I
was given at a young age. At the end of this Mitzvah Proj-
ect, my wish is to expand on the mission to help hospital-
ized children and their families.

To give back will become my personal tradition. ®

Jared Schwartz is an 8th grader from West Harrison, NY.
To learn more about ASW Cares for Kids, visit aswcaresforkids.org.
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Cruises

Resorts Unique Venues

Premier special-event experts for destination Bar and Bat Mitzvahs

Q. 855-664-8982 @ DestinationMitzvah.com X< Evan@DestinationMitzvah.com
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Planning a Bar or Bat Mitzvah - or any other once-in-a-lifetime celebration?
We will provide you and your guests an unforgettable waterfront setting for your special occasion.

i > i

431 E. Main St., Riverhead, NY 11901 | 631.574.8008, ext. 125 | AflantisBanquetsandEvents.com
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Instead of having the typical fancy Bat Mitzvah party, I
thought about what becoming a Bat Mitzvah actually
means. Bat Mitzvahs aren't only about having a pretty
dress and a fancy party, but they're about becoming an
adult in Jewish law. This means you now are obligated to
do mitzvot and follow the Torah.

[ thought, what a perfect way to celebrate becoming a
Bat Mitzvah by actually doing a mitzvah. My mitzvah was
a 10-mile bike ride to raise money for the Jewish Family &
Children’ Service of Northern New Jersey Kosher Meals-
on-Wheels program. JFCS provides food to homebound
seniors and other people who aren't able to go to the
grocery store.

My family and I have been going on this bike ride
since I was eight years old. I love it, because while doing
what I love — biking — I also get to do a chesed. At the ride
last year, I saw ten boys riding their bikes for someone’s
Bar Mitzvah chesed and thought, “I want to do that too,
but I want to bring all of my friends.”

My parents contacted JECS about idea, and they were
thrilled. I became part of the JECS Bike Committee and
went to meetings with my mom to help plan the bike ride.
We got to learn a ton about JFCS.

A few weeks before my Bat Mitzvah, one of the
Meals-on-Wheels volunteers, Rich Feldman, took me on
his route to deliver meals to seniors. This was a really
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By Nesya Bayewitz

special experience. Throughout our trip delivering meals,
I discovered that not all the seniors are necessarily poor;
they just can't leave their apartments to buy food. I also
realized that there are people right in our neighborhood
who need this food, and it’s our job to help them. The
seniors we visited were so appreciative of the meals and
the visits, and I felt so proud to be part of this chesed.

On the Shabbat before the bike ride, I spoke at my
shul about my experience with JFCS and Meals-on-
Wheels. 1 told the congregation about how small acts of
chesed are what keep the Jewish people alive and strong.
This is the lesson of the menorah in the Mishkan — just
like Aharon and the kohanim lit the menorah day in and
day out, the mitzvot that we do behind the scenes are
what matter the most.

When the day of my Bat Mitzvah finally arrived, 60
friends and 40 family members joined me at the JFCS Ride
to Fight Hunger (www.RidetoFightHunger). Some of my
friends’ parents signed up too because they wanted to be
part of this mitzvah. Before the ride, we all davened with
siddurim we made for the occasion.

Although a lot of friends were planning on only
doing part of the route, EVERYONE ended up riding
all ten miles.

Some people asked me why I didn't want a typical
party. My answer: “This ride is a party.” After the ride

Photos by Meir Kruter
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for a cause and celebrate her Bat Mitzvah.

family and friends ride

Nesya and her

was over, there was a DJ, games, and a barbeque. I got all
the special parts of a Bat Mitzvah (friends, family, a song
written by my friends, etc.) all wrapped in chesed.

My team ended up raising $18,000, including my
parents’ sponsorship for all the riders who came as our
guests and the generous donations made by family and
friends. After riding for JFCS, my grandfather, who is
retired, is now signing up to deliver Meals-on-Wheels.
Because the food delivery time is during the school day,

I hope to stay connected with JFCS and deliver meals
when I'm older. A lot of my friends had such a great time
that they're planning to bring their families to the ride
next year. I hope I can continue to raise awareness about
food insecurity and people who need our help, and show
people that you can have fun while doing a chesed. ®

Nesya is a 7th grader from Teaneck, NJ. For more information
about Jewish Family & Children’s Service of Northern New
Jersey, visit jfcsnnj.org

BAR/BAT MITZVAHS | SWEET 16'S | GRADUATION PARTIES | SCHOOL EVENTS | HIGH HOLIDAYS

SERVING NJ, NYC,
WESTCHESTER, LONG ISLAND

BA Bm AND ROCKLAND COUNTY

CHAPERONES YOU CAN COUNT ON.

' STAFF IS COMPRISED OF ONLY
ESTABLISHED IN 1998 . SCHOOL TEACHERS

BARMITZVAHBOUNCER.COM | 973 758980 o= 631 367-1519
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Support SCOPE with your Mitzvah
Project and help give the gift of camp!

Create a meaningful and impactful
Mitzvah Project to help less fortunate children
gain access to overnight summer camp

L scopeusa.org + @SupportSCOPE @O
== info@scopeusa.org * (212) 627-4097
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A different look for every party
without breaking the bank

By Amy Fish

When Jen Forman’s daughter Charlotte was nearing Bat Mitzvah age, she wanted a new dress
for every party. “Sometimes there would be two, three Bar/Bat Mitzvahs the same weekend!”
says the founder and CEO of Charlotte’s Closet, an online store that rents designer dresses to
teens and tweens.

Like many parents of young girls, Forman had to find a way to combine her daughter’s love
of fashion and her budding independence, with Forman’s own needs for a manageable price and
reduced shopping time. And so, five years ago, she launched the Charlotte’s Closet website. Last
year, she opened a corresponding store in Port Washington. With Charlotte’s Closet, girls have
access to a communal clothing rack with hundreds of designer dresses that they can borrow.
They can pick several dream outfits online and get them delivered right to their door, all for one
flat fee. When the parties are over, they simply pack them up and send them back.

Their slogan: Rent It! Rock It! Return It! There are several different options to choose from,
ranging from a one-time rental for the girl who needs a special gown, to the “Endless Closet,”
where those with a packed social calendar can borrow several designer dresses for a month.

It’s a lot greener than having an overstuffed closet and there’s no need to wear the same
dress twice, says Forman.

Alas, that's the dilemma many girls face today: what to wear when you're invited to dozens
of parties with the same people during one Bar/Bat Mitzvah season. You want different looks,
but you don’t have a bottomless budget. Hence the popularity of Charlotte’s Closet.

There are other ways to have a runway of styles, colors, and trends without repeating a look or

breaking the bank. Here are some ideas:

* Have a dress and accessories swap with friends who don’t share all the same social circles.
Trade what no longer fits or isn’t your fav, for something someone else wants to give up. It
won't cost you a dime to get many new outfits.

 “Upcycle. Repurpose what you have: shorten a long dress, take the sleeves off a top, or add
a lace trim to a mini, and voila, you have a whole new look. If you're crafty you can do this
yourself; if not, a tailor can help for a fraction of the price of buying something new.

* Check out resale, consignment, and thrift shops for a cache of dresses, accessories, scarves,
belts, and other items to change up your look at bargain prices. Some stores like Buffalo

Exchange even sell new, current-trend, tags-on garments.
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Diane Berrent Photography

HERE ARE SOME LOOKS FROM CHARLOTTE’S CLOSET:

One popular designer is Un Deux Trois, worn by Zelda in a black A-line dress on the left. In fact, Zelda will be wearing
this to her own Bat Mitzvah in a few weeks. Many moms like this more conservative style for synagogue, and the
girls are attracted to the cheetah pattern. Plus, the back has a stylish V-neck.

Ella (middle) is wearing an ombré bandage dress by Jolene, similar to the one Goldie and Zelda have on in the

other photo but in a shades-of-pink colorway. The girls report that these bandage dresses are very comfortable.
Sometimes, months after the dress has been worn, a girl will request it again in a different color. On the right, Goldie
has on a Jolene deep blue dress with strappy detail. The three navy straps on each shoulder fit into a criss-cross
pattern on the back. Girls love the tight fit and moms love the thicker fabric which offers a more elegant, stylish look.

MITZVAHMARKET.COM
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Stella M’Lia

Here’s the perfect LBD, the Sammy from STELLA M’LIA. The fit and flare tank dress with skater skirt comes
in stretchy neoprene, made with the fun fabric that’s used in scuba wear. It’'s a comfy classic that’s suitable for
both synagogue and to party afterwards, either day or night. Dress it up or down; Embellish it with sparkly
jewelry, eye-catching shoes in a fun, bright color, or top it with a sequined sweater or short leather jacket for
lots of different looks. It also comes in bright purple, magenta, and cobalt for those who want to stand out
from the crowd.



Diane Berrent Photography

On the left, Zelda is wearing a blush pink bandage dress by Jolene. Note the cap sleeves, which many people like for the
bimah because it’s appropriate to keep your shoulders covered. This dress also comes in blue ombré (worn by Goldie, in
the middle) and pink ombré (worn by Ella in the previous photo).

In Goldie’s version of the Jolene dress, the brighter colors follow the ombré trend that we’ve seen in hair color over the
past few years. The shades of blue and turquoise highlight the bandage construction of the dress, especially the two-tone
straps that go over the capped sleeves and the stripes around the midsection. This dress looks different on each girl, and
this versatility has contributed to its popularity.

On the right, Ella has on a royal blue and black bebe mini dress, also a bandage style, fitted to her body. The black
stripes add energy and movement to the straight shape of the dress. Here the dress is strapless, but it’s possible to add
detachable straps. You can also add a black sweater or shrug for synagogue; just remove when it’s time to party.

MITZVAHMARKET.COM 57



Fortunoff Fine Jewelry

Want a different look for every party? Switch things up.
The little black dress (LBD), for example is a blank slate.
Add a sparkly belt and some fun costume jewelry one
night, and then a sequined or furry bolero jacket over
it to another party. No one will be wiser that the LBD
is the same. Or step out in animal print ballet flats and
matching shawl and then trade them out for trendy boots
and a coordinated clutch with a pop of color.

Animal prints, metallics, and navy are all the rage
in girl’s attire, says Andrea Forbes, area manager for
Lester’s stores. Plus, hair accessories are hot. “Headbands,
scrunchies, and clips can help you. change your look.
Wear your hair up or down with a headband that
coordinates or contrasts with your outfit. Add color
or texture with one in velvet or plaid, rhinestones, or
grommets.”

How to mix things up

Lester’s Accessories

Make sure your wardrobe has a few great pieces
that can be rotated, advises Forbes. Have separates -- a
skirt and two tops — a dressy jumpsuit, and a couple of
dresses in different shapes including straight, fit and
flare, and bandage.

Be creative with accessories, suggests Esther
Fortunoff, president of Fortunoff Fine Jewelery. “Girls
change their look these days by adding big gold hoops
in an ‘80s revival, or they add lots of stacking bracelets.
You can do them in silver, gold, or mix with blackened
metals. Wear a big blingy pendant of cubic zirconium.
There’s a whole rainbow of costume jewelry,” she says.

“Girls are also layering lots of fine gold necklaces
of different lengths, some with tiny diamonds, little
bars, or gemstones. You can even raid your mom’s
jewelry box.”

_J

LEOVATKIN

PHOTOGRAFHY
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ww.leovatkin.com
(516) 640-5688 / (914) 497-5730

Glam Ban (Pentumz Station
Mewn Bosth, Tatts Station

Henna Custom Shirdz.
GLAM ON THE GO

K

glamonthegonj@gmail.com - (732) 983-106

58 MITZVAH MARKET MAGAZINE




\§ ¥ ¢
¥ R £

: i Y g
i 5t ¢

Got a dress? Need a bra? The mavens at {‘ i Y )!

Bra Tenders have been solving wardrobe ;, 5‘ "._ g

and fancy dress conundrums for 4 decades! fl L E g Y 7

Specially curated selection of strapless, ; f

low back, plunge front bras and bodysuits, g

shapewear to smooth and sculpt your shape,
and everyday bras to help you feel confident
and beautiful. We'll treat you like royalty!
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When it’s time to celebrate, Fortunoff is the source
s for fine jewelry at prices that make sense.
+ :

bratenders.com

1-212-957-7000 ! fortunOff

\ y FINE JEWELRY
630 Ninth Avenue, Suite 601 \

New York, NY 10036 1500 Old Country Road, Westbury, NY 11590

FortunoffJewelry.com « 1-800-636-7886

CUTIE PATOOTIE
CREATIONS

5.5"x 8.5"
Invitations
+ Envelopes

WE ARE YOUR ONE STOP MITZVAH SHOP!
*Invitations *Logos *Dance Socks *Favors
*Sign in Boards *Sign In Pillows *Napkins

*Stickers & Tags *Place Cards *Table Cards

*Menus *Signage *Consulting Services

WWW.CUTIEPATOOTIECREATIONS.COM
704.776.0738 | cutiepatootiesnc@gmail.com
*We work with parents & planners nationwide!

Lubin’s
located in Rothmans

1 Boniface Circle Scarsdale, NY
914.713.0300 | www.lubinsny.com

Dressing Bar Mitzvah Boys For Over 60 Years!

“You’ve Got To Go To Lubin’s”



Bar/Bat Mitzvah 101

A Glossary For Those in the Know

By the time your son or daughter steps up to the bimah one Shabbat morning to recite
his or her haftarah, they will understand perfectly well what the first half of this sentence
meant. But will you? And will you be able to explain it all to your guests? Here is a short
glossary of important Hebrew phrases to know before you go:

Aliyah: In Hebrew, the word aliyah means to go up,
or, as a noun, an ascent. During the Torah reading
portion of the service, some members of the com-
munity are offered an aliyah, meaning they are called
up to the bimah to perform a certain role. This can
include reciting the blessing over the Torah, reading
from the Torah, dressing the Torah and returning it
to the ark, or some other function. It is considered an
honor to be called up, and as such it is often given to
family members and close friends of the Bar or Bat
Mitzvah.

Aron Ha-Kodesh: Literally meaning “the holy
ark,” the Aron ha-Kodesh is an ark where the sacred
texts used during a prayer service are held. Mostly,
this includes one or more scrolls of the Torah and per-
haps a similar looking scroll that will hold the haftarah
portions. The ark itself is meant to symbolize the
mishkan (tabernacle) in which the ancient Israelites
stored the sacred tables Moses received on Mount
Sinai.

B’nai Mitzvah: B'nai Mitzvah is the plural of Bar
Mitzvah and is the term used to describe the coming
of age according to Jewish tradition. Literally mean-
ing “master of commandments,” becoming a Bar or
Bat Mitzvah means the person is obliged to observe
the Jewish commandments, and a ceremony, along
with a celebration, takes place to mark this moment.
The Bar Bat Mitzvah event is a formal and spiritual
declaration of a child’s accession to adulthood. Jewish
tradition designates Bar and Bat Mitzvah age as 13 for
a boy and either 12 or 13 for a girl.

Bimah: Hebrew for stage, the bimah is the raised
location in the sanctuary where the Torah is read.
At Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, family members and close
friends are often called onto the bimah for an aliyah,
or to assist with the service.

D’var Torah: Literally “a thing of Torah,” a d’var
Torah is a speech that tried to convey a life lesson or
message supported by the story in the weekly para-
sha or haftarah (scripture readings). After the Torah
portion is read, the Rabbi will give a d’var Torah,
typically as part of a sermon; when a child becomes a
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, he or she delivers a d’var Torah as
well, often tying it into personal experiences.

60 MITZVAH MARKET MAGAZINE

Davening: A transliteration of the Yiddish word,
meaning praying, to daven is to pray. Like in many
other faiths, davening can take numerous, varied
forms, from mediation to the more traditional chant-
ing of prayer in synagogue.

Haftarah: Often mispronounced as “haf-torah,”

the haftarah is a selected reading from one of the
other sections of the Jewish Bible (Old Testament).
Traditionally, the haftarah is recited after the Torah
reading on the Shabbat or another holy Jewish day,
and is usually thematically related to the parasha. It is
customary for the Bar Bat Mitzvah to read this portion
of the scriptures in addition to any part of the parasha
he/she has read.

Kiddush: This is the blessing recited over wine on
Shabbat and other Jewish holy days. Kiddush derives
from the Hebrew word kadosh, which means holy. By
saying kiddush, one is proclaiming the holiness of the
day.

Kippah: The Hebrew name for the traditional head
covering worn by Jews in synagogue as well as, for
some, in daily life. Often called a yarmulke, its Yiddish
name, the kippah is meant to signify a Jew’s recogni-
tion of the presence of God. In more orthodox Jewish
sects, only men wear kippot (plural of kippah), though
some observant women cover their heads using hats,
veils, or wigs. Less observant Jews often choose to
wear kippot only during religious pursuits, such as
when in a synagogue or while studying sacred texts.
And some more liberal Jews do not wear a kippah at
any time.

Minyan: The number of people required to be
present for certain prayers to be recited. A minyan
consists of 10 Jewish adults, or, for Orthodox Jews,
10 Jewish males. When a child becomes a Bar or Bat
Mitzvah, he or she is eligible to be counted in the
minyan.

Motzi: The blessing recited over bread, which
ordains the start of the meal. On Shabbat and other
holy days, a festive, braided challah bread is used.

Parasha: The weekly Torah portion read in syna-
gogue. On Shabbat, a cantor or members of the



congregation read the parasha. The Torah portion

is divided into seven sections. As a new member of
the Jewish community, the Bar Bat Mitzvah will often
read a section or even the entire parasha during his
or her Bar or Bat Mitzvah service. Once children
receive their Bar Bat Mitzvah date, the parasha they
will read from is known.

 Shabbat: The Jewish day of rest, where everyone
is commanded to stop all work before sundown on
Friday and enjoy the company of friends and fam-
ily until sundown on Saturday. This is also typically
the day on which Bar and Bat Mitzvahs are held (by
custom though not by requirement). It is customary
to indulge in an extensive meal on Friday night with
guests, and the following morning a longer prayer
service is usually held. Shabbat is meant to be a
moment of peace in an otherwise hectic world and,
depending upon one’s level of observance, some
choose to refrain from many activities on Shabbat
such as driving, writing, or watching TV. A special
Shabbat service is held in most synagogues on
Saturday morning that includes these three parts:
Shacharit, the morning prayers; the Torah Service,
which includes the reading of the Torah and the
haftarah (the focal point of the Bar Bat Mitzvah); and
Musaf, the additional Shabbat prayers focusing on
song-like praises of God.

¢ Simcha: The literal definition of simcha is joy.
Simcha refers to a special happy occasion in a Jewish
life, such as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, a bris, or a wed-
ding.

e Tallit: A tallit is a traditional prayer shaw! worn by
Jewish adults while praying in synagogue. At each of

the four corners of the garment are fringes of string,
or tzitit in Hebrew, that are braided and knotted as

a way to remind Jews of the commandments issued
in the Torah. Anyone of Bar Bat Mitzvah age or older
who approaches the bimah to take a leadership role
in the services is required to put on a tallit; beyond
that circumstance, however, there are different
customs on who wears a tallit, according to differ-
ent sects of Judaism. Orthodox sects of Judaism
traditionally reserve the privilege of wearing a tallit
to married men, while conservative and reform sects
allow both sexes to wear a tallit, starting from Bar
Bat Mitzvah age.

Torah: Torah has multiple definitions, but in this
context it refers to the first five books of the Bible,
often called the Five Books of Moses. The Torah
recounts the creation of the world and the establish-
ment of the Jewish faith, while also offering a set
of laws on which Jewish life is based. The Torah is
divided into 54 portions with one read each week
(two weeks have double portions). The reading of
each week’s portion (or part of the portion in some
traditions) serves as the focal point of the Shabbat
prayer services.

Trope: In Jewish tradition, scared text is chanted
rather than simply read, whether for public read-

ing or for study. Trope is the Yiddish word for the
1,400-year-old system of distinctive marks that
function as musical notation and punctuation for the
biblical text. The trope determines the actual tune
used by readers for the parasha and haftarah. As
part of their preparation, some B’nai Mitzvha learn
the names and tunes for each trope marking so they
can figure out the cantillation for themselves.
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a lot to take on alone, so seek out help. Besides, it truly is more fun when you involve others. The following timeline

o Planning Your Event
Month by Month

If it “takes a village to raise a child,” it can take at least that many people to plan that child’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah. It’s

should help you with your planning process and highlight how many villagers you may need to involve.

TWO YEARS BEFORE

a
Q

Get a Bar/Bat Mitzvah date from your synagogue.

Sign up for MitzvahOrganizer.com. This planning
tool will keep track of all your party details.

Talk to friends who’ve already planned a Bar or
Bat Mitzvah for ideas and tips.

Go to a Celebrate! Party Showcase.
celebrateshowcase.com. There are three locations
in the tri-state area.

Formulate a realistic budget.

Have a budget in mind so you can decide where
you want to spend your money and what type of
event you will have.

Begin looking at venues.

You may not want to book two years in advance,
but you can start looking at your options. Instead
of a cash deposit, ask if you can put a soft hold on a
space with a written agreement giving you the first
right to that date. If you put down money, ask what
the refund policy is.

EIGHTEEN MONTHS BEFORE

Q Decide if you want to hire a party planner.
If so, start interviewing. Understand their services
and how their cost structure works. Remember:
you can hire a planner just for specific tasks
including running events the day of.

A Start thinking about a party theme.
If you have a theme (even if it’s your child’s name
or initials) then your invitations, décor, party favors,
etc. may all be coordinated.

Q Brainstorm with your child about ideas for a
Mitzvah Project.

ONE YEAR BEFORE

Q If you are hiring a party planner, sign a contract.
Keep a folder with copies of all contracts, your
notes and contact information.

4 Sign a contract with your venue and put down a
deposit. Confirm what will be provided, including
feeding the outside staff you bring in, lighting, etc.

A Interview and sign your band or DJ.
Now'’s the time to check out a few recommended
DJs/bands in person.

(N

Interview and sign a florist.
Q Purchase a tallit. If you are designing your own

tallit, or having one commissioned, plan to do this at

least 8 months to one year in advance.

4 Plan the extra entertainment you want and
sign contracts. Ask your DJ or party planner for
recommendations.

a Interview and sign a montage specialist.
Begin organizing your photos and videos for
inclusion. If you are doing it yourself, start now.

TEN MONTHS BEFORE

Q Firm up your guest list.

0 Book a block of hotel rooms for out of town
guests. You can often get a discounted rate if you
guarantee a certain number of rooms. Do this even
earlier if it’s over a holiday weekend or a busy time
of year like June or December.

Interview and sign a photographer/videographer.

Photos by Sarah Merians Photography & Video Company



4 Send out a Save the Date card or email.
This is especially important if your event if over a
holiday weekend and for out-of-towners who need to
buy plane tickets in advance.

O Choose and order invitations.

SIX TO EIGHT MONTHS BEFORE

0 Begin planning/booking other weekend events.
These can include a Friday night dinner, Kiddush after
services and Sunday brunch.

0 Have florist or party planner show you a sample
centerpiece.

QO Hire a calligrapher to address the invitations.

0 Begin shopping for clothes for the special day/
weekend.

1 Begin thinking about what you want to do for a
sign-in.

THREE TO FIVE MONTHS BEFORE

Q Plan the menu and do a tasting with your venue/
caterer.

0 Get invitations to calligrapher and order
personalized stamps.

Order party favors.
Order cake if you want a specialty design.
Arrange for buses to transport guests to events.

[ Sy W

Plan the candle lighting ceremony.

TWO MONTHS BEFORE

A Mail the invitations. Traditionally this is done 6-8
weeks before the date.

O Make a play list of “must have” songs for band or DJ.

O Make a detailed timeline of your event. \Work with
the venue or party planner on this. Decide who will say
the prayers over the bread and wine.

O Re-confirm all vendors and timing.

O Make arrangements if you are donating your
centerpieces.

QO Book a hairdresser and make-up person.
O Write speeches.

Q If you are doing a program for synagogue, have it
printed.

ONE MONTH BEFORE

O Do dress/suit fittings.

Q Order personalized kippot. Check first if your
synagogue allows them.

Q Call any guests who haven’t sent in RSVPs and make
a final seating chart. Print out place cards or have
calligrapher start doing it.

O Make a list for photographer of “must have” group
shots you want.

A Put together welcome baskets for out-of-towners.
Arrange to have these delivered to their hotels.

ONE WEEK BEFORE

0 Have a dress rehearsal. The synagogue will usually
arrange this so you know the sequence of events.

O Have everyone in the family try on their synagogue/
party outfits. This is especially important with
growing teens. Make sure everything fits and that you
have all the parts (belts, accessories, etc.).

Q Schedule a photo shoot. Some families take photos
in the synagogue during the week before if this isn’t
allowed on Shabbat.

QO Give the final guest count to venue/caterer.

A Finalize the seating chart.

4 Do afinal re-confirm with all vendors, including hair
and make-up.

0 Remember to relax, enjoy, and savor this special
moment!




o Getting Ready
for the Service

Though most of us know this already, it’s helpful to remind yourself and your child that the Bar or Bat Mitzvah is

not the party afterwards but the religious duties he/she performs during the service. Sometimes the emphasis can fall
more on the celebration than the actual religious milestone. Here is a checklist to keep your family on track with the
real elements of the big day.

ONE YEAR TO EIGHTEEN MONTHS BEFORE

1 Meet with a member of the clergy. You and your child will want to find out what your synagogue requires.
Some require that the child attend a certain number of services and perform a mitzvah project.

3 Your child will be assigned a Torah portion. You may have known this years before if your synagogue assigns
dates early, but now’s the time to start researching the Torah portion to get familiar with the story.

SIX TO EIGHT MONTHS BEFORE

0 Begin working on a Mitzvah Project. There are many organizations that are happy to help your child put
together a project. You may also want to discuss with your child the idea of donating a percentage of his or her
monetary gifts to charity (sometimes a denomination of chai, 18).

1 Learn the elements of the service. If you are not a regular synagogue attendee, you may want to begin
to attend Shabbat services as a family to get a feel for the service and understand what your child will be
undertaking. Remember, becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah is a process and not a single day in your child’s life.

SIX MONTHS BEFORE
4 Start working with a tutor. The synagogue may provide one or you can hire your own to work with your child
(usually once a week) to learn the Torah portion and haftorah.

THREE MONTHS BEFORE

O Your child should begin writing his or her D’var Torah.

0 Decide who will receive aliyahs and other honors during the service.

4 Plan the siblings’ role. This event is so much about family, but siblings—particularly younger ones—can get lost
in the shuffle. Be sure that everyone feels a part of this meaningful moment.

O Check in with your child’s tutor and the clergy. Make sure that your child is on track and that you know all your
responsibilities for the day, including sponsoring a kiddush, ordering flowers, etc.

ONE MONTH BEFORE

0 Coordinate a rehearsal with your synagogue. This is also a good time to take a step back and revel in how far
your child has come toward becoming a Jewish adult.

1 Order tallit and kippot for celebrant.

1 Order personalized kippot for your guests.
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Celebrating more than 20 years assisting Mitzvah families everywhere!

(/) —
Invitations and Save-the-Dates for Every Budget
Hebrew Typesetting - Experienced Etiquette Experts
Guest Addressing - Party Supplies
Huge Selection - Personalized Service
Rush Service Available - Exceptional Quality

Visit www.Invitations4Less.com today!
888.497.3581

U de MM2020
SAVE 25%. when ordering,
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Sophisticated * Engaging * Absolute}yAmazmg
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WEDDINGS (OfCELEEFlATIONS

FULL SERVICE EVENT PLANNING COMPANY

We will save you time

and money, but most
importantly, you will be
able to relax and enjoy
this very special time

in your life.

PLANNING THE PERFECT PARTY CAN
TAKE MONTHS...OR JUST ONE PHONE CALL...

914.762.5770 or 212.251.0163
www.theeventofalifetime.com

Creating Personalized Logos For Parties, Bar
Mitzvahs, Bat Mitzvahs And Sweet Sixteens

www.partylogodesign.com
Stephanie@partylogodesign.com




MITZVAHNOMICS

Keeping Track of Your Costs

No matter what kind of celebration you plan for your child’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah, there are many costs involved. First,

you need to decide what kind of party to have and what extras to include. Do you want to spend more money on the
entertainment or the food? Do you want to hire a magician or have the kids make flip books? What other events will you host?
We've provided a list of all of the potential costs. Check off those that pertain to your party and how much you want to budget
for each. Planning ahead and keeping track of your expenses will help you develop a realistic picture of the total costs.

FOR THE SYNAGOGUE
Synagogue Fees Ask what costs are associated with the Bar/Bat Mitzvah service. $ __
Programs Some families choose to print a program or brochure to explain the
service rituals and who is participating. $ _______
Kippot See if your synagogue allows personalized kippot before ordering. $ __
Flowers Do you need to provide flowers for the bimah? $_______

Tallit Are you purchasing, designing, or commissioning a new tallit for the
Bar/Bat Mitzvah child or using one from a family member? $

Kiddush If you plan to host a buffet or luncheon following services, ask your
synagogue what costs are involved (food, staff, flowers, linens, etc.) If there
is another celebrant, see if you can share the costs. $

PRINTING NEEDS
Invitations These can range from expensive custom invites to do-it-yourself

homemade ones. $_______
Thank You Notes $_______
Save the Date Cards $_______
Table Place Seating Cards $_______

Calligraphy If you decide to hire someone to hand write your place cards
and/or envelopes. $

Postage Make sure to weigh an envelope with all enclosures to determine
the final cost. For an extra fee, you can order customized stamps through

many websites including zazzle.com and stamps.com. $_______
LOOKING GOOD

Clothes for synagogue and party for your child and other family members $_______

Hair and makeup $_______

SYNAGOGUE WITHOUT WALLS-O0R CHADASH

is a traveling rabbi with
the motto, “Have Torah Will Travel.”

SERVING: New York State, New Jersey,
New England, USA & Destination
Bar Bat Mitzvahs outside US

TUTOR: via Skype/Facetime

SERVICE: Conducts service in the >
location of your choice ‘ -

518-339-5883 « rabbimonte@gmail.com
privatebarmitzvah.net « privatebatmitzvah.net

FINE CUSTOM INVITATIONS

SEE US ON THE WEB AT
WWW.PIONEERANNOUNCEMENTS.COM
CONTACT US AT 305.573.7000 . 800.228.2894

oo s pressoralized comsealluti

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK . TWITTER . INSTAGRAM
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FOR THE GUESTS

Transportation Will you transport out-of-town guests from the hotel to the synagogue
and to the party if it is off site? You may also need transportation for children attending

without parents. $__

Additional Meals Are you having out-of-town guests for Friday night dinner and/or

Sunday brunch? $_______

Welcome Gifts for Hotel Guests $ __
FOR THE CELEBRATION

Party Planner (if you choose to use one) $ __

Venue $ __

Caterer Food may be included in the total rate, but can be additional. s _

Band or DJ Keep in mind you will be charged extra for dancers and motivators and

be sure to factor in feeding the extra staff. $___

Entertainment This varies widely depending on the type and quantity of activities

you bring in. $_______

Flowers/Décor/Lighting $ _______

Centerpieces $_______

Sign-in $_______

Montage Specialist You can hire a specialist or ask your DJ/Entertainment company

if they can put together a creative montage of photos and videos. $_______

Photographer/Videographer $_______

Custom Cake $__

Party Favors S __

Giveaways Some DJs supply giveaways they hand out on the dance floor;
others may ask you to supply your own or you may want to supplement their offerings.

Ask what’s included in their fee. $_______
Socks Sounds odd, but trust us, girls will often take off their shoes for

dancing and will want to don socks for sliding around the floor. $_______
Exit Treats Many parties include candy bars, coffee trucks and other fun food

as guests exit the party. $_______
Tips There may be some staff you would like to tip afterwards. $_______

g
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Gne you planning a (andle Lighting (eremony?

But just don’t have enough time?
Leave it to me to capture your feelings
And then I will put them to rhyme!

Poens by Carolynis a creative writing service for Bar/Bat Mirzvahs and all special
[ occasions. Since 1999, [ have been writing Candle Lighting poems, speeches, toasts and

M G . songs for my clients, maintaining an interactive reladonship from start to finish. [ am here
0 o ntag e u ru to ["L‘II‘ case your stress Rl\d L'l\.‘;li;“_‘!‘- I:xpl\:!i.‘i your illnl.'l' rl:t:l;ngk al\d sent ;m‘.‘nl!i-
g g * = S

Carolyn Schwartz
www.poemsbycarolyn.com * 516-312-0727
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DIRECTORY

BEAUTY

Glam On The Go

732-983-1065

glamonthegonj.com

Glam On The Go offers different stations for your
party needs, including a neon station, glam bar,
custom t-shirt station, henna and perfume booth.

CLERGY AND SERVICE
PREPARATIONS

Cantor Abbe Sher

516-313-5682

Cantor Sher offers personal and meaningful Bar and
Bat Mitzvah ceremonies at the location of your choice
as well as private Bar and Bat Mitzvah tutoring for
any level student.

Jewish-Ceremonies.com

Cantor Ronald Broden

89 Clinton Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10801
914-720-8509

jewish-ceremonies.com

Private ceremonies conducted by Jewish clergy
regardless of background or prior religious school
experience. Ceremonies conducted in the location
of your choice. Musically uplifting, personalized and
customized to the family's preference.

Synagogue

Without Walls-Or Chadash

518-339-5883

privatebarmitzvah.net

Rabbi Sugarman is a traveling rabbi serving all of New
York State, New Jersey, and New England. He is also
available for destination B'nai Mitzvah anywhere in
the United States, internationally or a location of your
choice.

DECOR:
BALLOONS/CENTERPIECES/FLOWERS
Photofetti

866-496-3168

photofetti.com

Turn your pictures into confetti to make your event
personalized and memorable! Photofetti is 1" pieces
of confetti made from your images, mingled with
colorful accent pieces!

ENTERTAINMENT:
DJS/MUSIC/BAND

EJ The DJ

701-6 Koehler Avenue, Ronkonkoma, NY
631-348-7848

ejthedj.com

EJ The DJ Inc. utilizes its worldwide resources to
customize entertainment for your child’s Bar Bat
Mitzvah celebration.

Epic Events

344 Wagaraw Road, Hawthorne, NJ 07506
201-203-6400

epiceventsnj.com

You have made the Decision to have an EPIC Mitzvah
not an Ordinary one! Our team of Highly Trained
professionals are here to make your Mitzvah one you
and your guests will remember for a Lifetime.
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Expressway Music DJs

10 East 39th Street, Suite 1100, NY, NY 10016
212-953-9367

expresswaymusic.com

Your one stop entertainment source for Bar/Bat
Mitzvahs since 1992. “Experience Matters!” Contact
David or Charissa.

ENTERTAINMENT:
GAMES/AMUSEMENTS/
INTERACTIVE ACTIVITIES

Amazing Bottle Dancers

800-716-0556

bottledancers.com

A great ADDITION to your DJ & anything else you're
planning! 100°s of Rave Voicemails on our site each
exclaiming that of all the things they had at their
simcha...WE were the highlight!

David Schwartz Magic

Oceanside, NY 11572

917-453-0046

schwartzmagic.com

David Schwartz uses a combination of mind-reading,
expert sleight-of-hand and easygoing humor to
entertain and delight your guests, leaving them
laughing and amazed.

Interactive Entertainment Group

425 Oser Avenue, #3C, Hauppauge, NY 11788
516-349-5988

interactiveparty.com

Interactive Entertainment Group is full event production
company. DJ/MC's, Interactive Games, Photo Booths,
Mini Donuts, Virtual Reality and more. Full time
planners on staff. Visit our showroom!

EVENT PLANNERS

iSparkle Events

202-302-2001

isparkleevents.com

We concentrate our efforts on Bar Bat Mitzvah
planning in the DC Metro area. We specialize in luxury
Mitzvah event planning with a focus on meticulous
service & end to end creativity that allows us to create
unforgettable memories. Every celebration is unique &
reflects our client’s personality, taste, style, and budget.

Rubel Event Management

Maplewood, NJ

917-886-8609

rubeleventmanagement.com

We're your mitzvah planning experts. We produce
extraordinary mitzvahs and manage every detail
imaginable. You'll feel like a guest at your own simcha.

The Event Of A Lifetime, Inc.

914-762-57170, 212-251-0163
theeventofalifetime.com

The Event Of A Lifetime is a full service event planning
company that can assist with all aspects of the planning
process to ensure that the experience is stress free and
enjoyable.

FASHION: APPAREL/JEWELRY
Bratenders

630 Ninth Avenue, Suite 601, NY, NY 10036
212- 957-7000

bratenders.com
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Whether you're a mom with a daughter who needs
her first bra, is being Bat Mitzvahed, or becoming a
bride, we'll support the whole family to look and feel
beautiful.

Fortunoff Fine Jewelry

1500 Old Country Road, Westhury, NY 11590
516-222-7879, 800-636-7886

fortunoffjewelry.com

Family-run retailer established in 1922 offering a wide
range of fine jewelry for men, women & kids.

Lubin’s

1 Boniface Circle

Scarsdale, NY

914-713-0300

lubinsny.com

Lubin's offers an extensive selection of better suits,
sports coats, trousers and sportswear along with free
custom alterations. Experienced staff coordinates
appropriate accessories from shirts to ties to shoes.

Rebootz

516-456-5468, 516-779-2048

rebootz.net

Rebootz recreates your kicks into customized
personalized footwear. Handpainted, embellished
sneakers that are one-of-a-kind. Bat Mitzvahs, sweet
16s, weddings, corporate and college logos and cool
casual streetwear.

FAVORS:
WEARABLES/PHOTOS/NOVELTIES
Baked in Color

New York, NY

917-701-3063

BakedinColor.com

WOW your guests with our delicious and beautiful
treats. Chocolate chip cookies and brownies, rainbow
or custom colored - Party bags, jars, or platters. We
Got This!

Corbinstyle

914-834-6627

corbinstyle.net

CORBINSTYLE is the number one stop for the ultimate
in SWAG! Make your Mitzvah memorable with custom
designed logos, personalized apparel, novelty items
and party favors. Let us help you pick the perfect swag
that fits your style!

Mister Promotion

445 Central Avenue, Suite 100, Cedarhurst, NY
212-677-7666

MisterPromotion.com

Creating unique favors of all types for over 30 years!
We carry many custom products and will come up with
unique ideas to complement your event and meet your
budget.

S'well Celebrations

28 West 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010
646-755-6382

swellbottle.com

Bar Mitzvah & Bat Mitzvah events call for an extra
special party favor. Impress your guests with a S'well
Bottle.



Creative & I-"Irofessional Photo Montages KIPPAHS YOUR WAY |.|.C
MARVELOUS

MONTAGES

Choose from 3 Styles/3 Prices for 1 Memorable Montage!

MarvelousMontages.com % 732-431-4391

Private \ " . 7~ Y HILARY BERGER
Bar/Bat Mitzvah @ & . G R
& E & DEBBY RIFKIN

For any Jewish child regardless of (516) 779-2048

prior education

Any age is fine to start n Ty T\ 6 '03’ REBOOTZ
AV Education provided and ceremony ' > y P -
N conducted by Jewish clergy VR b 0 RE BOOTZ

www.Jewish-Ceremonies.com g :
914-720-8509 ) 2 ) WWW.REBOOTZ.NET

Y Jewish and Interfaith weddings
- performed as well

Sew Many Gifts
(<
www.sewmanygifts.com

609-306-5822
eva@sewmanygﬂ’ts com

Your Image.Your Brand.
Any Occasion.

Our Sweel Treats.
- Nut Free -
McoNFECTIONS 862.254.2400 | www.sweetali.com
ali@sweetaliconfections.com

Keepsake Pillows: The perfect
gift to commemorate a
special occasion

CUSTO

A Speech to Remember
el

When what yousay wallors nost,

Create a one of a kind, unique
and personalized board

e Surfboard & Snowboard Party Sign In Boards

* Free personalizing

* Hand painted by artist, made to order

e Logo duplication is available

¢ A unique and fun way to have

your guests sign in.
www.SurfboardBeachArt.com
Marjy@SurfboardBeachArt.com
631.374.3399

Customized speeches and candlelighting ceremonies
to fit your style.

Holly Blum, The Word Whisperer
Email: aspeechtoremember@gmail.com | Phone: 917-538-9300
www.aspeechtoremember.com




FOOD

Regal Caterers

200 S Woods Road, Woodbury, NY

516-864-0001

regalcaterers.com

Regal Caterers’ world-class kosher cuisine, paired with
flawless service and execution, is sure to impress. Our
chef’s passion is to produce creative, seasonal and
simply delectable menus.

Sweet Ali Custom Confections

Randolph, NJ

862-254-2400

sweetali.com

Custom cookies and confections for your Bar or Bat
Mitzvah. A wide variety of edible “swag” with your
photo, logo or custom design for favors, table seatings,
desserts and candy displays made in our nut free facility.

GIFTS/GIFT BASKETS

Sew Many Gifts

609-306-5822

sewmanygifts.com

Sew Many Gifts creates keepsake pillows which make
a unique gift for a Bat or Bar Mitzvah! Your invitation
becomes the centerpiece of a beautiful pillow.

INVITATIONS: CALLIGRAPHY/
STAMPS

Cutie Patootie Creations

704-776-0738

cutiepatootiecreations.com

Cutie Patootie Creations specializes in custom
invitations, logos, socks, sign-ins, favors, place cards,
table cards + all finishing touches and party accessories
for Mitzvahs and Weddings.

Invitations4Less.com

888-497-3581

Invitations4Less.com

Invitations4Less.com has been providing quality
invitations at affordable prices since 1999. Our
experienced staff will provide you with superior
customer service from start to finish.

Pioneer Announcements

305-573-7000, 800-228-2894
pioneerannouncements.com

Designers of Custom High End Invitations for Weddings
and Bar and Bat Mitzvahs. Pioneer specializes in Laser
Cut Invitations and Personalized service.

JUDAICA

DavidKippot

West Orange, NJ

917-683-5879

davidkippot.com

Creating customized kippot for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and
\Weddings for over 15 years! We offer high quality
products at competitive price, with a proven track
record of on-time delivery. Check out our new 3D DIY
function to generate your own kippah!

Kippahs Your Way

P.0. Box 300848, Brooklyn , NY 11230
866-692-1975

kippahsyourway.com
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You will find a wide selection of high-quality, modern
kippahs suitable for any occasion. We are Jewish attire
specialists and will work with you to give you just what
you want!

The Tallis Lady

201-321-4995

thetallislady.com

Lisa, the Tallis Lady specializes in selling the most
beautiful collection of tallitot for men, women, and Bar
and Bat Mitzvah. Choose from a stunning selection of
handmade kippot and tallit clips. Shop online or in her
convenient Bergen County, NJ location.

LOCATIONS/VENUES

Atlantis Banquets & Events

431 East Main Street, Riverhead, NY
631-574-8008

atlantisbanquetsandevents.com

Atlantis Banquets + Events creates a magical
atmosphere for your event with our most captivating
and colorful tanks within the Long Island Aquarium.

Chelsea Piers NY

62 Chelsea Piers, 23rd Street and Hudson River
Park, New York, NY 10011

212-336-6777

chelseapiers.com

With a variety of themed options, Chelsea Piers
ensures that your child’s special day is both unique and
exciting! From action-packed parties to formal catered
receptions, let us customize a Bar or Bat Mitzvah
celebration your family and friends will never forget.

Cradle Of Aviation Events

Charles Lindbergh Blvd, Garden City, NY
516-572-4063

cradleaviationevents.com

Your son or daughters once-in-a-lifetime Bar/Bat
Mitzvah deserves a one-of-a-kind setting. The
Cradle of Aviation Museum provides a historic and
distinctive venue.

Clyde Frazier's Wine and Dine

485 10th Avenue, New York, NY 10018
212-217-9110

clydefraziers.com

Located just north of Hudson Yards, Clyde Frazier's
Wine and Dine is a perfect NYC venue for your Bar or
Bat Mitzvah. With a free-throw basketball court, large
bar and lounge with LED screen and over 40 television
screens, Clyde Frazier's Wine and Dine is a place for
bath sports fans and foodies alike to revel in a lively
and festive atmosphere.

Dave & Buster's

Islandia:

1856 Veterans Memorial Hwy., Islandia, NY
631-582-6615

Massapequa:

1 Sunrise Mall, Ste 2192, Massapequa, NY
516-809-8514

Palisades Center:

4661 Palisades Center Dr., West Nyack, NY
845-348-6006

Pelham Manor:

881 Pelham Parkway, Pelham Manor, NY
914-380-8506
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Staten Island:

2655 Richmond Ave., Staten Island, NY
929-464-2706

Times Square:

234 W 42nd St, 3rd Floor, New York, NY
646-495-2015

Wayne:

310 Willowbrook Blvd., Wayne, NJ
973-435-9245

Westbury:

1504 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY
516-247-6337

Woodbridge:

274 Woodbridge Center Dr., Woodbridge, NJ
973-435-9807

Daveandbusters.com

A private party room complete with a huge
presentation screen and an array of A/V equipment,
50,000 square feet of serious food and outrageous
fun that guarantees your child's party will be fun,
entertaining and above all memorable.

Heritage Club Bethpage

99 Quaker Meeting House Road, Farmingdale, NY
516-927-8380

Heritageclub@bethpage.com

The Heritage Club at Bethpage stands as one of the
most celebrated event venues in New York State.
Elegance and opulence is exuded from the incredible
ballroom. Award winning cuisine and remarkable
service is the gold standard for this historic and famous
Long Island destination.

Hornblower Cruises & Events

353 West Street, New York, NY
646-576-8410

hornblowernewyork.com

Hornblower Cruises & Events is about creating
amazing experiences. Every day we provide
memorable occasions for people celebrating
milestones.

iPlay America

110 Schanck Road, Freehold, NJ 07728
732-577-8200, x383

theeventcenteratipa.com

State-of-the-art event spaces at this New Jersey
venue offer a unique setting for your teen’s Bar or Bat
Mitzvah.

The Mansion at Oyster Bay

One Southwoods Road, Woodbury, NY
516-921-5707

Themansionatoysterbay.com

The Mansion at Oyster Bay stands majestically in the
heart of 120 perfectly manicured acres in Woodbury,
Long Island.

Maritime Aquarium

10 North Water Street, Norwalk, CT
203-852-0700 x: 2217
maritimeaquariumevents.com

A bustling aquarium during the day and a unique
event space at night, The Maritime Aquarium is
Connecticut's best-kept secret, showcasing different
marine life and providing a magical backdrop for a
fun-filled memorable mitzvah.



Meadowlands Racing & Entertainment

1 Racetrack Drive, East Rutherford, NJ 07073

201-843-2446

playmeadowlands.com

Meadowlands Racing and Entertainment is a state of the art facility that
features everything from live racing to world class dining experiences.

MetLife Stadium

One MetLife Stadium Dr., East Rutherford, NJ 07073

201-559-1710

metlifestadium.com

Host your Mitzvah Celebration at MetLife Stadium, Home of the New York
Jets and the New York Giants, and be dazzled by our innovative award-
winning cuisine at our championship venue.

NY Hall of Science (NYSCI)

47-01 111th Street, Queens, NY 11368

718-699-0005 x:371

nysci.org

Looking for something different? How about exploring the planets — with
a cocktail in hand — under the shade of authentic rockets! NYSCI offers
a variety of event spaces, meeting places and amenities that will leave a
lasting impression on your guests.

Nyack Seaport

21 Burd Street, Nyack, NY 10960

845-353-3200

nyackseaport.com

The Food...The View...The Location...The Nyack Seaport is the perfect place
for your special day.

Project Farmhouse

76 East 13th Street, New York, NY

646-726-4253

ProjectFarmhouse.org

GrowNYC's Project Farmhouse is a state-of-the-art event space and
sustainability center located just steps from Union Square Park.

SPACE Events

491 S. Dean Street, Englewood, NJ 07631

201-567-3810

spacenj.com

SPACE Events is a full service event planning, design, production and
entertainment company ready to cater to all of your Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Sweet
16, Quinceanera, wedding and corporate events needs.

SPACE54

226 East 54th Street, New York, NY

201-567-3810

space54nyc.com

SPACE Events brings a new high-tech, intimate private event venue in
midtown with 265 person capacity.

The Rock Club

130 Rhodes Street, New Rochelle, NY

914-633-ROCK

climbrockelub.com

The Rock Club is an amazing alternative venue for a Bar Bat Mitzvah
combining rock climbing and dancing with club sound and lighting.

The Sands at Atlantic Beach

1395 Beech Street, Atlantic Beach, NY 11509

516-317-4000

thebeachlongisland.com

The Sands Atlantic Beach is the perfect destination for a Bar/Bat Mitzvah
celebration. Check out their special deal/discount on all inclusive and
package pricing.

L Turn your pictures into confetti to b4
make your event personalized and memorable!

Photofetti is 1” pieces of confetti made
from images you upload to our website,
mingled with colorful accent pieces!
Your event will be unique and fun
when you use Photofetti!
www.photofetti.com
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» Never Over the Top or Too Loud «

Cantor Abbe Sher

Personalized Bar/Bat Mitzvah Instruction

» Cantor Sher offers private
Bar and Bat Mitzvah tutoring
for any level student and no
previous training is necessary

» All lessons are available in
your home or Cantor Sher's
home in Melville

CALL 516.313.5682

Mention this ad

T The Best Selection of
"
‘)?“"'- Prayer shawls, Tallit clips
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. q Beautifully Beaded, Crystal, Crocheted, Suede,

| Lace Kippot, Tallit Clips
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The Seaport District

19 Fulton Street, New York, NY 10038

212-732-8257

seaportdistrict.nyc

With flexible spaces for any occasion, The Seaport District
is the perfect venue for a Bar or Bat Mitzvah celebration.

Urban Air Trampoline & Adventure Park
69 Wesley Street, South Hackensack, NJ
201-212-6454

urbanairtrampolinepark.com

Experience a Bar/Bat Mitzvah that Defies Gravity with
Urban Air Trampoline & Adventure Park! With more
attractions than any other park, your event will be the
talk of the town!

Village Club at Lake Success

318 Lakeville Road, Great Neck, NY
516-829-5493

villageclubatlakesuccess.com

The Village Club at Lake Success is an uber-chic space
with a NYC vibe offering innovative menus that will
leave your guest's asking for seconds!

Woodbury Jewish Center

200 S. Woods Road, Woodbury, NY
516-864-0001

regalcaterers.com

The Woodbury Jewish Center is a conservative
synagogue in Nassau County. With 90 chandeliers,
a three tier wall of fire, and a massive 65-ft. bar, the
Woodbury Jewish Center will have all your guests
talking for months after your event.

MITZVAH PROJECT ORGANIZATIONS
JDC

220 East 42nd Street, New York, NY 10017
646-871-3267

jdc.org/mymitzvah

JDC is the leading global Jewish humanitarian
organization. For over a century, we've put Jewish
values into action when the world needs it most.

Pitch In For Baseball & Softhall
1565 Gehman Road, Harleysville, PA
267-263-4069

pifbs.org

Pitch In For Baseball & Softball, a registered 501(c)

(3) nonprofit, collects new/gently used baseball and
softball equipment to redistribute to kids in underserved
communities worldwide.

SCOPE (Summer Camp Opportunities
Promote Education)

108 W. 39th Street, 15th floor, New York, NY
212-627-4097

scopeusa.org

SCOPE provides children from underserved communities
with life changing opportunities through the experience
of summer camp. SCOPE funds camp scholarships to
help campers develop to their full potential.

The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp

555 Long Wharf Drive, New Haven, CT 06511
203-772-0522

holeinthewallgang.org

Founded in 1988 by Paul Newman, Camp provides more
than 20,000 healing experiences to seriously ill children
and family members all free of charge.

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
National Office

3 International Dr., Suite 200, Rye Brook, NY 10573
914-949-5213

lls.org

The LLS mission: Cure leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkin's
disease and myeloma, and improve the quality of life of
patients and their families.

MONTAGES

Imagesdever

Short Hills, New Jersey

973-945-0573

imagesdever.net

Imagesdever produces professional montages that
make your pictures come to life. You will get a one of
kind montage that you will treasure forever.

Marvelous Montages

732-431-4391

MarvelousMontages.com

Creative and Professional Photo Montages! Choose
from 3 Styles and 3 Prices for 1 Memorable Montage!
Each Montage custom designed!

Personalized Favors for Bar/Bat Mitzvahs & Other Simchas
Apparel « Headwear « Blankets « Squishy Pillows
Bags « Printed Mints and so much more!

We will help you find the RIGHT ITEM at the RIGHT PRICE!

MISTER PROMOTION INC.
212.677.7666 - sales@MisterPromotion.com
www.MisterPromotion.com
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Montage Guru

914-564-2970

montageguru.com

Montage Guru creates unforgettable custom movies
for special events from your photos and videos.

PARTY DETAILS: LOGOS, CANDLE
LIGHTING & EXTRAS

A Speech To Remember

917-538-9300

aspeechtoremember.com

A Speech To Remember creates customized speeches
and candle lighting ceremonies thorough a stress-free,
collaborative process. The final product will sound like
you wrote it yourself.

MitzvahLogos.com

202-302-2001

mitzvahlogos.com

MitzvahLogos.com specializes in effortless, economical
and exquisite logo design to help you set the stage for
your event. We offer ready-made design options on our
website, or we can work with you on a custom logo
design that fully meets your mitzvah needs.

MitzvahQOrganizer.com

646-652-7512

mitzvahorganizer.com

Simplify your simcha! With this comprehensive Web-
based planning tool, you have access to all the details
of your celebration including the guest lists, seating
arrangements, invitations, favors, transportation,
honors, candle lighting and much more.

Party Logo Design

Westchester County, NY

partylogodesign.com

Party Logo Design creates logos for Bar Mitzvahs, Bat
Mitzvah’s, B'nai Mitzvahs and Sweet Sixteens.

Poems By Carolyn

Woodbury, NY 11797

516-312-0727

poemshycarolyn.com

Poems by Carolyn is a creative writing service for all
special occasions including Bar Bat Mitzvahs, sweet
16's, milestone birthdays, anniversaries and more.
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This Rhyme’s For You

973-222-3664

thisrhymesforyou.com

We write personalized poems and speeches for candle lighting ceremonies,
Sweet 16s, weddings, anniversaries, birthdays, holiday parties and all the
other special celebrations in your life.

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY

Leo Vatkin Photography & Video

Roslyn, NY 11576

516-640-5688 or 914-497-5730

LeoVatkin.com

Full-service event photography & videography company, specializing in
artistic imagery. This team of skilled professionals is dedicated to delivering
the highest quality in services and imagery.

Chad David Kraus Photography

450 Manville Road, Pleasantville, NY

917-532-3478

chadkraus.com

Chad David Kraus Photography is a Westchester Magazine “Best of
Westchester” award winner 4 times over. Specializing in fun, friendly, and
engaging B'nai Mitzvah photography, Chad and his experienced team of
lead associate photographers capture over 100 B'nai Mitzvahs each year
and are now booking dates well into 2022.

Sarah Merians Photography & Videography

118 East 28th Street Suite 1001, New York, NY 10016

212-633-0502

sarahmerians.com

Sarah Merians Photography & Videography offers a wide range of products
and services for Bar Bat Mitzvah famililes. She will create memories that
will last a lifetime.

SECURITY

Bar Mitzvah Bouncer, Inc.

PO Box 169, Livingston, NJ 07039

973-758-9800, 631-367-1519

barmitzvahbouncer.com

We specialize in the supervision of children at Bar/Bat Mitzvahs.
Enjoy the big day while we supervise the children. Our services
include supervision of the kids at the party, the temple service and on
transportation to/from the party.

SIGN-IN BOARDS/BOOKS

SurfboardBeachArt.com

631-374-3399

surfboardbeachart.com

SurfboardBeachArt.com specializes in Surfboard and Snowboard sign-in
boards and table centerpieces. Each board is hand painted by artist and
therefore one of a kind.

TRAVEL

Ayelet Tours

19 Aviation Road, Albany, NY 12205

800-237-1517, ext. 341

ayelet.com

Ayelet Tours offers specialized Israel tours for Bar/Bat Mitzvah families,
creating memories that will last a lifetime. Let's start planning your family’s
Israel adventure today!

Destination Mitzvah

855-664-8982 / 954-790-4409

DestinationMitzvah.com

STRESS-FREE and meaningful ceremonies and celebrations, Destination
Mitzvah plans, manages, and produces unique destination Bar and Bat
Mitzvahs at our resort, cruise line, and distinctive location partners.

This Rhyme’s

If you're looking for wit, we can give you a hand

To ensure that your bar or bat mitzvah is grand

We love writing rhymes, we need no persuasion
To create sparkling verse for your special occasion!

Candle Lighting Ceremonies - Sweet 16s - Birthdays
Weddings - Anniversaries - Corporate Events

973-222-3664 | bruce@thisrhymesforyou.com
www.thisrhymesforyou.com

CORBINSTYLE

CUSTOM SWAG - LOGO DESIGN « EVENT GIVEAWAYS

Celebrating (ife + every (ittle or
big milestone along the way!

Suzanne Corbin
(914) 329-4160
suzanne@corbinstyle net

@
&d ecobin_style
www.corbinstyle net

! OF CHILDHOOD MEMORIES
Let us show you how to preserve your memoties for a lifetime

We can scan your photos, include video clips, set them to music of
your choice to create a beautiful, custom made montage that can
be viewed anywhere. You will get a one of kind montage that you

will treasure forever. No two montages are ever alike.

[ f [t Imagesdever LLC

973-945-0573 www.images4ever.net

EVERY SERVICE THAT WE OFFER IS GUARANTEED TO EXCEED YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

"“AMALZING BOTTLE DANCERS"

Weddings

Mitzvahs Holidays

The Surprise Highlight of Your Sim

Isn’t the success of your event worth a minute of your time?
Watch our videos. See why we’re THE ULTIMATE ADDITION
to everything you're planning!

800.716.0556 www.BottleDancers.com
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TOP ENTRANCE Scmgf,

FOR THE BAR OR BAT MITZVAH CHILD

Among the many decisions that need to be made when
planning your child’s Bar or Bat Mitzvah celebration,
one of them will be entrance songs. In addition to the
Bar or Bat Mitzvah child making a special entrance, you
may also want to plan a special moment for parents
and siblings when they are announced by the MC and
introduced to your guests.

This exciting moment happens at the beginning of your
celebration and can set the mood and party intensity,
so pick songs that reflect the way your family wants to
celebrate!

] -

Here’s a list of song suggestions from EJ the DJ. These
songs will get your guests off their feet and keep them
on the dance floor!

* Break Free - Ariana Grande
e Celebrate - Pitbull
e Don’t Stop the Party - Pitbull
e This Is What You Came For - Rihanna
* Adventure of a Lifetime - Coldplay
e Turn Down for What -DJ Snake
e My House - Flo Rida
¢ Love Myself - Hailee Steinfeld
e Jackie Chan - Tiesto & Dzeko
e The Man - Aloe Blacc

T

ghting,

com.
e, visit m\tzvahmarket

entrances, candle li
montages and mor

Photos by Sarah Merians Photography & Video Company




unlimited

MITZVAH POSSIBILITIES

We offer private suites, a stunning rooftop terrace, modern
outdoor decks, open-concept lounge, and fully customizable

-~ trackside area. Wow your guests with personally tailored
menu options, TV screens, lighting effects and more!

MEADOWLAN s Our venue’s sizzle reel - playmeadowlands.com/sizzle
360° virtual tour - playmeadowlands.com/360tour

RACING & ENTERTAINMENT. Event space information -

One Racetrack Drive, East Rutherford, NJ 07073 | Call 201-The-BigM or email catering@playmeadowlands.com to book a private tour today



\ HORNBILOWER’ HUDSON RIVER PARK'S

CRUISES & EVENTS PIER 40, NEW YORK

AMAZING VIEWS. |
UNFORGETTABLE.
MITZVAHS.

| With six unique vessels and spaces to ~
- accommodate 20-1200 guests Hornblawer'“ ZE5==

an unforgettable event for evetyone,
who attends. ' '

4 ====

'I"ower'com | 646- 681 -7135 | HGE @Hornblowerm
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